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ABSTRACT

Energy diplomacy is a growing field of diplomatic activity aimed at securing energy security. Due to its
increasing impact on national security and the economy, energy has become an integral part of diplomacy
and foreign policy, thereby strengthening both. This issue has led Russia, given its strategic position, to
utilize energy as a diplomatic tool. This article seeks to examine the political objectives of energy use in
Russia's foreign policy, which, after expanding the conceptual framework of the research topic, will
explore energy diplomacy. According to the relevant documentation presented in this study, the research
method is descriptive-analytical, and the data collection method is library-based. The article raises the
following question: What are the primary political objectives of Russia’s energy diplomacy in advancing
the country’s national interests at the global level? The proposed hypothesis is that "Russia has sought to
strengthen its global position by using mechanisms such as adopting uncompromising positions in
energy negotiations, creating and exploiting areas of conflict with partners, extracting political
concessions from energy exports, and dominating energy transmission networks." The conclusion of the
article suggests that after the collapse of the Soviet Union, the use of energy resources to achieve foreign
policy objectives had the greatest impact in the post-Soviet space, with Russia aiming to influence the
domestic and foreign policies of energy-consuming countries through the use of energy as a tool.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
Energy diplomacy has emerged as a critical component of international relations, particularly as

energy resources become increasingly pivotal in securing national security and economic stability.
This extended abstract examines the political objectives underpinning Russia’s use of energy in its
foreign policy. The study highlights the historical significance of energy in global politics, referencing
key events such as the Western oil embargo by Arab states during the Israel war, which underscored
the strategic importance of energy resources (Nouri, 2010). Russia, leveraging its abundant energy
reserves, has systematically integrated energy as a primary tool in its diplomatic arsenal to enhance
its geopolitical influence and safeguard its national interests on the global stage.

The theoretical framework of this study is anchored in aggressive realism, which posits that states
inherently seek to maximize their power to ensure security within an anarchic international system.
Aggressive realists argue that states pursue power not out of inherent aggression but because the
international system compels them to do so to achieve security (Mearsheimer, 2001). This paradigm
is particularly relevant to understanding Russia’s strategic use of energy resources. Russia’s energy
diplomacy focuses on maintaining hegemonic control over energy transit routes, securing strategic
partnerships, and utilizing energy exports as leverage in international negotiations (Mirtorabi
Hosseini & Khazaei, 2019). By controlling critical energy infrastructure and diversifying its energy
export markets, Russia aims to enhance its global standing and influence over key regions such as
Central Asia, Europe, and increasingly, Asia.
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The importance of energy in Russia’s foreign policy is multifaceted, encompassing economic,
political, and strategic dimensions. Russia possesses some of the world's largest reserves of oil and
natural gas, which it exports extensively to Europe and Asia (Energy Information Administration,
2017). In 2019, Russia accounted for approximately 12.7% of global oil exports and 26% of natural
gas exports, highlighting its pivotal role in global energy markets (Godzimirski, 2022). The revenue
generated from energy exports constitutes a significant portion of Russia’s GDP, budget, and
employment, underscoring the sector’s critical role in the national economy (Novikau, 2020).
Consequently, Russia employs its energy resources not merely for economic gain but as a strategic
instrument to exert influence and achieve broader foreign policy objectives.

Energy diplomacy in Russia is operationalized through several key axes: Asia-China, Europe, and
Central Asia-Caucasus. In its engagement with China, Russia seeks to establish a reliable energy
partnership to diversify its export markets and reduce dependence on European consumers
(Henderson, 2019). Projects such as the Power of Siberia pipeline exemplify Russia’s efforts to solidify
its energy ties with China, ensuring long-term demand for its natural gas while mitigating
geopolitical risks associated with over-reliance on European markets (Brown, 2016). In Europe,
Russia maintains a dominant position as a major supplier of natural gas and oil, utilizing this
leverage to influence European energy policies and political dynamics (European Commission, 2022).
Additionally, in Central Asia and the Caucasus, Russia endeavors to control energy transit routes and
secure strategic alliances, thereby reinforcing its influence over these geopolitically significant
regions (Karimipour et al., 2017).

The relationship between energy and diplomacy in Russia’s foreign policy is characterized by
strategic maneuvering to maximize its geopolitical leverage. Russia employs hard negotiation tactics,
conflict management, and political exchanges to assert its dominance in energy markets. For
instance, during the gas disputes with Ukraine, Russia effectively used energy supply interruptions
as a means of political pressure, achieving favorable terms in negotiations and reinforcing its
strategic objectives (Reinhardt & Pronichkin, 2018). Furthermore, Russia actively suppresses
competitors in the European energy market by investing in extensive pipeline infrastructure, such as
Nord Stream, which enhances its ability to control gas flows directly to Europe, bypassing traditional
transit countries (Gotz, 2020). These strategies underscore the instrumental role of energy in
Russia’s broader diplomatic endeavors to maintain and expand its influence.

Russia’s political objectives in its energy diplomacy are aimed at consolidating its status as a global
energy superpower, influencing international energy markets, and using energy as a tool to achieve
strategic geopolitical goals. By maintaining control over major energy transit routes and diversifying
its export markets, Russia seeks to enhance its bargaining power in international relations. The
strategic use of energy resources allows Russia to exert pressure on neighboring countries,
counterbalance Western influence, and foster alliances with key global players such as China.
Additionally, Russia’s investment in energy infrastructure and technology aims to secure long-term
energy security, support domestic economic growth, and project power on the international stage
(Cesnakas, 2016). These objectives are integral to Russia’s ambition to restore its influence within the
post-Soviet space and challenge the existing international order dominated by Western powers.

In conclusion, Russia’s energy diplomacy is a sophisticated and strategic approach aimed at
leveraging its vast energy resources to achieve national security, economic stability, and geopolitical
dominance. The study illustrates how Russia effectively utilizes energy as a diplomatic tool to
enhance its global influence, secure strategic partnerships, and counterbalance Western power
structures. By controlling critical energy infrastructure and diversifying its export markets, Russia
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not only strengthens its economic position but also asserts its political and strategic objectives on the
global stage. The findings underscore the intricate interplay between energy resources and
diplomatic strategies in shaping Russia’s foreign policy, highlighting the enduring significance of
energy as a cornerstone of national power and international relations. Understanding Russia’s
energy diplomacy provides valuable insights into the broader dynamics of global energy politics and
the strategic maneuvers of major energy-exporting nations.
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