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ABSTRACT
The right to self-determination, as a fundamental and inalienable right, allows individuals and nations to have

a decisive influence on their political, social, and economic destiny, among others. In fact, the right to self-
determination, as the foundation of other fundamental human rights, plays a significant role in their
realization for the people, nation, or group as the primary holders of this right. In human societies, it can be
assumed that if this fundamental right is not observed in a society, that society will not be committed to other
fundamental rights or human principles either. The right to self-determination has a close relationship with
the genuine will of the people, which must be freely expressed, and they must be able to exercise this right
without any pressure. This principle also holds an important position in international law, as mentioned in
Article 1(2) of the United Nations Charter, where it is referred to as a fundamental basis for peaceful relations
between states and nations. Furthermore, this right is outlined in Article 1 of the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights and the International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights as a
general right that can encompass various aspects of political, social, economic, cultural, and other dimensions
of a nation's life. The conceptual scope of this right, due to the growing attention to certain fundamental legal
principles, has led to interactions with these principles and has expanded the meaning of jus cogens in
contemporary international law. As a result, violations of many fundamental legal principles invoke the
international responsibility of states concerning the right to self-determination.
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1 - UNHRC: The united nations humanrights committee -”All peoples have the right of self-determination. By virtue of that right they freely
determine their political » status and freely pursue their economic,social and cultural development."
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
The right to self-determination is a fundamental human right that empowers individuals and nations
to shape their political, social, and economic destinies. As the cornerstone of many other rights, self-
determination plays a pivotal role in the realization of fundamental human rights, particularly within
the framework of international law. Without the observance of this essential right, a society cannot
effectively uphold other fundamental rights, resulting in the suppression of democratic principles
and the erosion of human dignity (Omidi, 2009). This article explores the intrinsic link between the
right to self-determination and other fundamental rights, and it highlights the implications of
neglecting this right for global peace, governance, and human development.

Self-determination is enshrined in several key international legal documents, including Article 1(2)
of the United Nations Charter and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, as well
as the International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights. These documents
collectively emphasize that the right to self-determination transcends political boundaries,
impacting various aspects of a nation’s existence, from governance structures to economic policies
(Gozler, 1997). This right is also considered a "jus cogens" norm, meaning it is a peremptory principle
from which no derogation is permitted. Violations of the right to self-determination can result in
international accountability, underscoring its critical importance in maintaining global stability

(Suksi, 1993).

The principle of self-determination is inextricably linked to democratic governance. Without self-
determination, individuals cannot freely choose their leaders or participate in the decision-making
processes that affect their lives. Democracy, as a form of governance, embodies the exercise of self-
determination, ensuring that political power is derived from the will of the people. As such, the
implementation of self-determination directly influences the democratic process, particularly in
ensuring minority rights, political participation, and the protection of human dignity (Jaber &
London School of, 2010). Moreover, it creates an environment where people are empowered to
exercise their right to vote, which is a vital element in the broader realization of democracy (Ghazi

Shariat Panahi, 2011).

The concept of self-determination is also closely related to economic independence. Political
sovereignty is often rendered ineffective if a nation lacks economic autonomy. In many post-colonial
states, economic dependence on former colonial powers undermined their newly gained political
independence, leading to a new form of economic subjugation known as "neo-colonialism" (Timossi,
2015). The United Nations, through various resolutions, has recognized the importance of economic
self-determination. For instance, the right to nationalize resources and maintain sovereignty over
natural wealth is seen as fundamental to the exercise of self-determination, enabling countries to
control their development paths without external interference (Mirabbasi, 1992).

The right to self-determination also fosters nationalism and the preservation of cultural identity. In
many cases, the ability to govern oneself is tied to the protection and promotion of unique cultural,
linguistic, and religious identities. The state of Quebec in Canada, for instance, has historically
pursued self-determination to maintain its distinct French-speaking culture within the larger
English-speaking Canadian federation (Tatli, 2007). This aspect of self-determination is not only
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about political governance but also about ensuring that the cultural integrity of distinct groups is
preserved within multinational states. Therefore, self-determination serves as both a unifying force
within nations and a protector of diversity.

Despite its importance, the right to self-determination can sometimes clash with other principles of
international law, particularly the principle of territorial integrity. While self-determination
empowers groups to determine their political status, it may also lead to separatist movements that
challenge the sovereignty of established states (Navazani & Farajzadeh, 2011). The advisory opinion
of the International Court of Justice on the unilateral declaration of independence by Kosovo
highlights the tension between self-determination and territorial integrity. While self-determination
was deemed legitimate in Kosovo's case, the broader implications of allowing similar movements
worldwide remain contentious (Andersson, 2008). This conflict underscores the need for a balanced
approach in international law, where the rights of peoples to self-govern must be weighed against

the need for global peace and stability.

The right to self-determination is a foundational principle in international human rights law that
intersects with various other fundamental rights. It enables people to govern themselves, participate
in democratic processes, and maintain their cultural and economic independence. However, the
exercise of this right can lead to conflicts with other legal principles, such as territorial integrity,
creating complex challenges for international law. Moving forward, the international community
must continue to support the right to self-determination while also ensuring that it does not
destabilize established states or lead to conflicts that threaten global peace. In this way, self-
determination will continue to play a crucial role in shaping the political, social, and economic future
of nations
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