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ABSTRACT

The concept of political development holds a significant position in the realm of politics. The
process of shaping cultural development requires long-term changes, where its formation in each
society follows its unique historical trajectory. Examining the political, social, and economic
dimensions of development, alongside its cultural aspect, is of particular importance. This study
aims to investigate cultural independence and the cultural barriers to development in Iran, as
well as to present practical and theoretical strategies regarding the current state of cultural
development in Iran. The findings of this study indicate that neglecting Islamic values and the
cultural principles of the Islamic Revolution, while reverting to Western and tyrannical culture,
would result in a revolution devoid of Islamic substance and identity. Therefore, senior
revolutionary managers must prudently plan and develop policies to address these cultural
barriers. The foundation of an exemplary Islamic society and the cultivation of the ideal person,
in line with the cultural aspirations of the Islamic Revolution, are achieved through elements
such as cultural independence, public welfare provision, strengthening public piety, and the
realization of Islamic civilization. Thus, special investment in cultural matters is of paramount
importance to achieve these aspirations.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
The term "development" gains meaningful context when it is discussed across various domains, such
as economic, political, cultural, and social development, reflecting sociological perspectives on this
multifaceted concept (Akhbari et al., 2015). In political science, the concept of political culture
emerged in the late 1950s to analyze subcultures and understand internal societal tensions
(Shahramnia & Mozaffari, 2013). Cultural obstacles are often perceived as behavioral and cognitive
barriers within the population that inhibit progress, particularly within the framework of the Islamic
Republic. Ignoring cultural invasions has been identified as a critical threat to the Islamic
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Revolution, as adversarial forces aim to undermine Iran's national identity and self-confidence. This
cultural intrusion seeks to shift social values, with strategies intended to replace Iranian values with
those of Western cultural dominance, which Supreme Leader Khamenei identifies as one of the
greatest dangers facing the country (Khamenei, 1992).

Development is broadly defined, ranging from economic growth to societal transformation.
Renowned theorists like Todaro and Misra conceptualize development as encompassing structural
shifts, accelerated economic growth, reduced inequalities, and a holistic engagement with cultural
values (Todaro, 1999). Misra further posits that development is inherently cultural, contending that
achieving a fulfilled life is defined by a society's cultural values, positioning development as an
evolution towards these ideals (Azkiya & Ghafari, 2005). This study aligns with the view that
development is a movement towards an ideal state, transcending economic parameters. Instead, it
emphasizes the necessity for change in ingrained beliefs that hinder cultural evolution (Khajeh-Saravi
& Jafaripour Kaluri, 2014). The study suggests that integrating political development with cultural
growth enables the establishment of an environment conducive to fostering democratic
participation, adherence to the rule of law, and structural stability (Shafiee Far, 2015).

Cultural development is increasingly recognized as integral to sustainable political progress, as
scholars like Harrison and Huntington argue for culture's foundational role in shaping economic and
political growth (Harrison & Huntington, 2004). During the 1980s and 1990s, UNESCQO’s advocacy
for a “global decade of cultural development” underscored the necessity of a cultural focus within
development policy (Panahi, 2015). The Islamic Republic of Iran’s cultural policy, formalized in 1992,
reflects this approach by embedding cultural integrity within the framework of national governance.
Cultural policies, championed by both government entities and public cultural institutions, aim to
nurture a cohesive cultural identity that resists Western influence while preserving Islamic values
(Alvani & Hashemian, 2008).

The Islamic Revolution is not merely political but also inherently cultural and social. Despite strides
in political development, the Islamic Republic has faced significant challenges in achieving a
satisfactory level of cultural progress. Issues such as fragmented decision-making structures, a lack
of cohesive cultural policy, and reactive rather than proactive cultural policies create substantial
roadblocks (Mashbaki & Khademi, 2008). The presence of multiple cultural institutions without a
unifying strategy often leads to inconsistent decision-making and diminishes the impact of cultural
initiatives. This paper argues that the absence of a comprehensive cultural framework has
exacerbated disparities in public values and policy priorities, necessitating an overhaul of strategic
cultural initiatives. Additionally, the study observes that external cultural influences have
occasionally led to misguided adoption of Western models, resulting in policy misalignment with
Islamic cultural values (Ranjbaran, 2009).

Proposed solutions to the identified cultural challenges emphasize coherence in policy-making,
collaboration across governmental and non-governmental cultural sectors, and a renewed focus on
Islamic values as the cornerstone of Iran’s cultural identity. The study advocates for a holistic and
integrated approach to cultural development, one that harmonizes policy frameworks with the
foundational principles of the Islamic Revolution. Furthermore, it underscores the need to prioritize
cultural investments and adopt a long-term, sustainable perspective in cultural programming
(Khamenei, 1996). By focusing on societal well-being and educational initiatives that nurture cultural
awareness, policymakers can foster a generation attuned to Islamic values and ideals.
Comprehensive planning and monitoring mechanisms are crucial for adapting policies to evolving
cultural needs (Moqgaddai & Azghandi, 2015).
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Addressing Iran's cultural challenges requires an adaptive, context-sensitive policy framework that
honors both Islamic values and the progressive aspirations of the nation. The findings of this study
reinforce the notion that cultural independence, as both a goal and a means, is essential for the
enduring relevance of the Islamic Revolution. To achieve this, it is imperative that policymakers
prioritize cultural development alongside economic and political advancements, ensuring that Iran’s
cultural landscape remains resilient in the face of global pressures. Empowering local cultural
institutions and fostering public engagement in cultural discourse are fundamental steps toward
establishing a sustainable, Islamically aligned cultural policy framework. Consequently, strategic
investments in culture are not only beneficial but necessary for realizing the full potential of Iran’s
revolutionary aspirations and achieving a cohesive and enduring national identity.
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