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ABSTRACT

One of the rational and analogical rules is the rule of maysur, which raises multiple questions.
Specifically, whenever a legislator or lawmaker demands a compound subject that has elements and
conditions, but the obligated party is completely incapable of fulfilling that compound, does the
legislator's directive remain in proportion to the degree of maysur? Or does that degree of maysur and
the possible maysoor fall, or is it replaced by a permissible alternative to avoid losing the benefit?
Therefore, according to the author, the necessity and importance of addressing the rule of maysur and its
applications considering tazahom are evident. The present article is descriptive-analytical and, using the
library method, examines the aforementioned questions. The findings indicate that matters that make
religion difficult and move it away from ease are either not legislated at all or, if legislated, pertain to
conditions that are achievable for everyone. Jurists who have accepted the rule of maysur have considered
it under the category of tazahom and have held different opinions based on their views. Some have
prioritized the rule, some have substituted an alternative for the principal obligation, some have resorted
to combining the emergent maysoor and the necessary alternative, and some have accepted the theory of
taghyir. The result is that the rule of maysur is prevalent throughout jurisprudence and also includes
obligations with alternatives, and its subject is determined by custom except in cases where the legislator
has explicitly defined it.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
The principles of Islamic jurisprudence (Figh) play a crucial role in the derivation and understanding

of Shariah laws. Among these, the rule of "Maysur" stands out as a significant rational and analogical
rule prevalent across various branches of Figh. This rule addresses situations where a legislator or
lawgiver commands a composite obligation that comprises multiple elements and conditions, yet the
obligated individual finds it entirely difficult or impossible to fulfill the entire obligation. The central
question posed is whether the legislator’s directive remains in proportion to the degree of Maysur or
if the difficult or impossible portion is nullified, potentially replaced by a permissible alternative to
preserve the underlying benefit. This study underscores the necessity and importance of examining
the rule of Maysur and its applications, particularly in the context of Tazahom (conflicting
obligations), to elucidate its implications within Islamic legal theory.

The present research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, utilizing a library method to
investigate the multifaceted questions surrounding the rule of Maysur. The analysis reveals that
religious obligations which render practice difficult or entirely unfeasible are either not legislated or,
if legislated, pertain to conditions achievable by all individuals. Jurists who endorse the rule of
Maysur categorize it under Tazahom and offer diverse interpretations based on their scholarly
perspectives. Some prioritize the rule itself, others substitute it with an alternative obligation, some
integrate emergent maysoor (the difficult obligation) with a necessary alternative, and a few accept
the theory of taghyir (change). The findings indicate that the rule of Maysur is widely recognized
across Figh and encompasses obligations with alternatives. Determining its applicability outside
explicitly legislated cases relies on customary practices (Khansari, 1997; Mousavi Bojnourdi, 1999).
The rule of Maysur is grounded in various sources, including prophetic traditions (hadith), rational
arguments, and established Figh principles. One primary source is the Quranic verse, “Allah does
not burden a soul beyond that it can bear” (Quran 2:286; Quran 6:152), which emphasizes that
obligations must align with an individual's capacity. Additionally, prophetic sayings and scholarly
interpretations further substantiate the rule. For instance, the Hadith reported by Naeini (1995)
illustrates the principle by indicating that if a person cannot fully comply with a legislator's
command, only the feasible portion remains obligatory (Naeini, 1995). Moreover, the principle of
istishab (presumption of continuity) supports the rule by maintaining the obligation of feasible
elements even when certain conditions become difficult or impossible (Akhund Khorasani, 2007;
Mohaghegh Helli, 1983).

Tazahom, or conflicting obligations, presents a complex scenario where an individual faces the
simultaneous performance of two incompatible duties. This study defines Tazahom as the situation
where two legal rulings converge, making it impossible for the obligated individual to comply with
both simultaneously. The criteria for determining Tazahom involve assessing whether fulfilling one
obligation necessitates the abandonment of the other, and whether such a conflict arises from
coinciding execution or from legislative overlap (Farahidi, 1992; Sadr, 1982). The scope of Tazahom
extends to various cases, including conflicts between obligatory prayers and prohibitions, or between
different forms of purification rituals, highlighting the need for prioritization based on the severity
and importance of the obligations involved (Irvani, 2007).

The interplay between Maysur and Tazahom is further explored through practical examples and
jurisprudential debates. For instance, in scenarios where an individual is compelled to perform an
incomplete ablution due to physical limitations, the rule of Maysur would suggest performing the
feasible aspects while disregarding the impossible ones. Conversely, in cases where Tazahom arises,
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such as choosing between saving one life over another in a life-threatening situation, the principle of
prioritizing the more critical obligation based on its significance and the underlying benefits is
applied (Tabatabaei, 1962; Tabibi & Niyazi, 2018; Tehrani, 2012). The study also examines differing
scholarly opinions on whether the rule of Maysur should take precedence over the emergence of
alternative obligations or if both should be considered concurrently, ultimately advocating for a
balanced approach that prioritizes the greater good and minimizes harm (S. M. Rohani, 1994; S. S.
Rohani, 1994; Shahroodi, 2006).

In conclusion, the rule of Maysur is an integral component of Islamic jurisprudence that ensures
religious obligations are practical and attainable, thereby preventing undue hardship on individuals.
Its application, especially in conjunction with Tazahom, facilitates the resolution of conflicts between
competing duties by emphasizing the preservation of essential benefits and the minimization of
harms. The widespread acceptance of Maysur among jurists and its foundational basis in Quranic
injunctions and prophetic traditions attest to its significance in maintaining the balance between
divine commandments and human capacity. Furthermore, the interplay between Maysur and
Tazahom underscores the dynamic and adaptive nature of Islamic legal principles in addressing
complex real-life situations, thereby reinforcing the relevance and resilience of Figh in guiding
ethical and practical conduct within the Muslim community.
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