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ABSTRACT
In the Iranian legal system, the principle is that judgments issued by the relevant courts become final

after the exhaustion of appellate procedures. Once the judgment attains finality, the ruling proceeds to
the execution stage. However, there are exceptions where a final judgment may be revoked, and the
execution process halted. Among these exceptions is the issuance of a judgment that is manifestly
contradictory to Islamic Sharia, as reflected in Article 477 of the Code of Criminal Procedure. Given that
Iran's legal system is derived from and influenced by Shi'a jurisprudence, no law should be enacted
contrary to the definitive principles of jurisprudence. Consequently, judicial decisions, which by
constitutional mandate must be based on statutory law, must not contradict fundamental jurisprudential
principles. The enforcement mechanism for this issue involves the annulment of the judgment (even if
finalized) and its return to the judicial process.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
The Iranian legal framework, deeply rooted in the principles of Shi'a jurisprudence, establishes a

legal tradition where finality in court judgments is generally preserved after appellate procedures.
However, exceptions exist, one of which pertains to judgments contradicting Islamic Sharia, as
delineated in Article 477 of the Code of Criminal Procedure. This article empowers the judiciary to
revoke such final judgments, facilitating their reconsideration and possible annulment. The interplay
between statutory law and Islamic jurisprudence, integral to Iran's legal system, demands rigorous
examination to ensure that judicial outcomes do not diverge from the jurisprudential tenets shaping
the nation's legal landscape.

The principle of finality in judgments is fundamental to maintaining judicial integrity and public
trust in legal institutions. Article 159 of the Iranian Constitution underscores the judiciary's role as
the ultimate recourse for grievances, affirming that court-issued rulings should ideally reflect justice
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and societal order. In instances where verdicts fail to align with these objectives, mechanisms such
as appellate reviews and retrials ensure corrective justice. According to Dehkhoda (1998),
enforcement mechanisms must prioritize justice, and Jafari Langroudi (1999) emphasizes the legal
imperative to adhere to structured norms for resolving disputes (Dehkhoda, 1998; Jafari Langroudi,
1999). Yet, Article 477 uniquely positions itself as a safeguard against any judicial outcome that might
contravene established jurisprudential doctrines.

The core contention addressed by Article 477 revolves around "manifest contradiction with Sharia,"
which mandates the judiciary to annul judgments inconsistent with definitive Islamic legal
principles. The procedural application of this statute entails a specialized review by Supreme Court-
designated branches, as detailed in the procedural clarifications provided by Bagerzadeh (2003).
This dual alignment with statutory and Sharia law forms the basis for judicial intervention in cases
of clear conflict (Bagerzadeh, 2003). The jurisprudential rationale is further substantiated by
Katouzian (2009), who asserts that legal systems must balance statutory mandates with ethical
obligations rooted in societal and religious contexts (Katouzian, 2009).

A critical analysis of the term "manifest contradiction with Sharia" reveals its profound reliance on
the interpretation of unequivocal jurisprudential tenets, known as "Musallamat Fighiyya." Sadr al-
Din Shirazi (1983) elucidates that these principles encompass judicial norms universally recognized
within the Shi'a tradition, devoid of interpretive contention. Furthermore, Javadi Amoli (1999)
articulates that the guardian jurist, as the embodiment of Islamic jurisprudence, serves as the
ultimate arbiter in matters of religious and legal alignment, ensuring congruence between statutory
enactments and doctrinal imperatives (Javadi Amoli, 1999).

Practical implications of Article 477 are illustrated through case studies, such as the one involving a
commercial dispute adjudicated under procedural irregularities. The Supreme Court’s intervention,
premised on the judgment's inconsistency with procedural norms and its potential Sharia violation,
underscores the judiciary's proactive role in rectifying deviations. The procedural nuances, as
outlined by Rahmdel (2016), demonstrate the judiciary's commitment to upholding both statutory
precision and jurisprudential fidelity. This dual accountability ensures that legal outcomes resonate
with both the procedural framework and the ethical-moral ethos mandated by Islamic law (Rahmdel,
2016).

The extended scope of judicial reviews facilitated under Article 477 amplifies the role of
jurisprudential oversight in fostering legal equity. While the procedural clarity offered by Shabkhiz
(2013) advocates for a balanced application of judicial discretion, the ultimate determination of
jurisprudential contradictions rests with the Supreme Leader and designated jurists. Such an
approach consolidates the judiciary's dual allegiance to statutory precision and the broader ethical
objectives intrinsic to Islamic governance (Shabkhiz, 2013).

In conclusion, Article 477 represents a pivotal legal mechanism ensuring that judicial outcomes
remain consistent with Iran's legal and religious heritage. The balance between upholding final
judgments and accommodating exceptions for jurisprudential contradictions exemplifies the
intricate interplay of law, ethics, and societal order. As illustrated by the case precedents and
doctrinal analyses, the judiciary's reliance on jurisprudential oversight and procedural integrity
ensures that legal outcomes align with both statutory mandates and the ethical imperatives
underpinning Islamic governance.
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