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ABSTRACT

Unconventional mahr has become one of the current issues in Iranian society, expanding significantly
due to its association with certain social and economic problems. Given the negative consequences and
adverse impacts of high and unconventional mahr, this study aims to propose practical solutions in terms
of judicial, educational, and executive approaches. The current investigation has shown that marriage
contracts are classified as transactions, and from a religious perspective, they are part of secondary
rulings. Government intervention to prevent unconventional mahr based on societal interests is both
possible and significant. Another solution is to set a ceiling for mahr based on the customary practices of
each region, the financial ability of both the husband and wife, and preventing deviation from the
established ceiling to ensure that opportunistic individuals do not undermine the philosophical purpose
of mahr, which is to foster affection and stability in the family. Additionally, the removal of criminal
penalties, such as imprisonment or similar sanctions, is another solution to prevent social anomalies
caused by unconventional mahr, as it directs individuals to irreversible or difficult paths due to financial
incapacity. Another crucial measure is raising awareness among spouses, especially husbands, so they do
not accept the terms of the marriage contract without proper understanding. From a religious standpoint,
the husband's acceptance of responsibility for mahr can lead to an uncertain transaction, which is not
permissible under Islamic law. The present article employs a descriptive and analytical method, using
library resources as the primary tool.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
In Islamic tradition, mahr is a mandatory gift that the groom provides to the bride, serving as a

foundation for establishing a positive and affectionate relationship between spouses. The primary
objective of mahr is to enhance love and compassion within the family structure, thereby
strengthening marital bonds (Motahhari, 2016). However, recent years have witnessed the
emergence of excessively high and unconventional mahr, which has become a significant societal
issue in Iran. The escalation of mahr amounts, driven by social competition among families, mutual
distrust, and the deterrence of divorce, has led individuals to inflate mahr to unmanageable levels.
This trend not only undermines the original purpose of mahr but also fosters materialistic attitudes
towards marriage, resulting in the erosion of family foundations and increasing instances of familial
instability and legal disputes (Anahid, 2007).

Mahr plays a crucial role in maintaining the sanctity and stability of the family unit by acting as a
gesture of goodwill and financial security for the bride. From an Islamic perspective, the obligation
of the groom to provide mahr is highly emphasized, with religious texts explicitly discouraging the
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reduction or refusal of mahr once agreed upon (Jafari, 1990). Historically, practices prior to Islam
included coercive tactics to compel mahr payment, such as falsely accusing a wife of immorality to
obtain a divorce and re-marrying with the same mahr. The Quranic injunctions were revealed to
condemn such unethical practices and to protect women's rights regarding mahr. Despite these
protections, the prevalence of heavy mahr remains problematic, as it imposes significant financial
burdens on grooms, often leading to family disputes, financial instability, and even imprisonment
due to the inability to fulfill mahr obligations (Mostafa et al.).

The present study employs a descriptive and analytical approach, utilizing library resources to
examine the multifaceted issues arising from unconventional mahr. By analyzing legal, social, and
religious texts, the research aims to identify practical solutions grounded in Islamic jurisprudence
and contemporary legal frameworks. The necessity of this research is underscored by the
deterioration of family structures, the rise in mahr-related legal cases, the prevalence of materialistic
attitudes towards marriage, and the resultant social and familial disruptions. The study seeks to
address these challenges by proposing judicial, educational, and executive strategies to mitigate the
adverse effects of unconventional mahr.

To alleviate the legal and social problems caused by unconventional mahr, the study proposes several
strategies. First, government intervention is essential to regulate mahr practices by establishing
maximum limits based on regional customs and the financial capacities of both spouses. This
regulatory approach aims to prevent exploitative mahr amounts that undermine the philosophical
intent of mahr. Additionally, the removal or reduction of criminal penalties, such as imprisonment,
for non-payment of excessive mahr can prevent individuals from facing irreversible consequences
due to financial incapacity (Razavi, 2015). Another critical strategy involves raising awareness among
prospective spouses, particularly men, to ensure informed consent and understanding of mahr
obligations. Educational campaigns and legal advisories can help mitigate ignorance-based
contracts, thereby reducing the incidence of opportunistic mahr arrangements (Shokri, 2019).

The proposed strategies align with Islamic jurisprudence, which emphasizes the importance of mahr
in fostering marital harmony and family stability. By setting customary ceilings and considering the
economic realities of both parties, the interventions respect the Islamic principle of fairness and
compassion in marital contracts (Makarem Shirazi, 2002). Furthermore, addressing the
criminalization of non-payment acknowledges the socio-economic challenges faced by grooms,
thereby preventing undue hardship and promoting equitable treatment within the legal system. The
emphasis on awareness and education is rooted in the Islamic legal maxim that contracts should be
free from ignorance and coercion, ensuring that mahr arrangements are both consensual and
reasonable (Najafi, 1995). These measures collectively aim to restore the original intent of mahr as a
benevolent gift rather than a financial burden, thereby reinforcing the ethical and spiritual
dimensions of marriage.

This study highlights the pressing need to address the issue of unconventional mahr in contemporary
Iranian society to prevent the destabilization of family structures and the emergence of social
anomalies. By implementing judicial regulations, setting customary mahr ceilings, removing
punitive measures for non-payment, and enhancing awareness among spouses, it is possible to
realign mahr practices with their original Islamic intent. These interventions not only safeguard the
rights and responsibilities of both spouses but also contribute to the broader goal of fostering stable
and harmonious family environments. Ultimately, preventing unconventional mahr requires a
multifaceted approach that integrates legal reforms, educational initiatives, and cultural shifts to
promote a balanced and equitable understanding of marriage within the Islamic framework.
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