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ABSTRACT
Intellectual property can be found almost everywhere, in creative works such as books, films, music,

sound recordings, art, software, and even in everyday objects like cars, computers, pharmaceuticals, and
industrial and commercial designs and trademarks. Society supports and appreciates the benefits derived
from intellectual property and those who dedicate their time and resources to fostering innovation and
developing knowledge. This support helps prevent the brain drain of the country's talented minds. The
design of the intellectual property system benefits society in various ways. By providing criminal
protections for this system, society can achieve the enrichment of public knowledge and culture, support
for fair competition, economic growth enhancement, the sustainability of innovation and creativity,
technological and cultural advancements, and, most importantly, public benefit, order, and the proper
exercise of rights. Therefore, this article examines criminal guarantees against intellectual property
violations in domestic law.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
Intellectual property (IP) rights have become a pivotal element in the legal frameworks of nations,
safeguarding the creative outputs of individuals and organizations. The significance of IP rights
transcends beyond mere legal ownership to encompass societal benefits that stimulate innovation,
economic growth, and cultural development (Haghighat, 2011). This abstract delves into the criminal
protections afforded to intellectual property, exploring their necessity and impact on social and
economic structures. In light of the increasing threats posed by modern technology, nations have
had to reevaluate and reinforce their legal mechanisms to deter violations. This analysis references
various international and domestic legal perspectives to highlight the importance of criminal
sanctions in protecting intellectual property (Sheikhi, 2016).
In contemporary society, intellectual property is embedded in numerous domains, including
literature, art, inventions, and even digital products such as software (Albanez, 2014). The criminal
protections provided are designed not only to protect the interests of creators but also to promote
public welfare and maintain market integrity. One of the core rationales for these legal guarantees is
to deter unfair competition and ensure that innovations are not unlawfully exploited. Emami (1992)
underscores the necessity of aligning IP laws with the principles of economic fairness, emphasizing
that a society’s prosperity is intrinsically linked to the respect for intellectual property (Emami, 1992).
Nonetheless, the adequacy of existing criminal sanctions remains a matter of debate, as the digital
age has amplified the scale and impact of IP-related crimes, posing new challenges for law
enforcement and legislators (Esfandiari Bayat & Shakeri, 2017).
Criminal measures for IP protection are grounded in the recognition that intellectual creations are
as valuable as physical property. The evolution of these laws has been influenced significantly by
advancements in technology, which have made the unauthorized replication and distribution of
creative works more accessible (Hajidehabadi & Alami Taameh, 2015). The proliferation of digital

media has exacerbated the issue, necessitating stricter enforcement and updated legislative
frameworks. Notably, Iranian law, as described by Alasti (2007), has incorporated various criminal
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guarantees, ranging from imprisonment to monetary fines, to penalize unauthorized use,
reproduction, and commercialization of intellectual assets. However, critics argue that these
sanctions are often insufficient to deter well-organized IP crimes, which are frequently committed
by highly sophisticated perpetrators (Alasti, 2007).

Moreover, the specialized nature of intellectual property crimes complicates prosecution. Unlike
traditional offenses, IP violations often lack a tangible victim, which can make detection and
conviction more challenging (Entezari, 2003). The penalties imposed for IP violations, which include
asset forfeiture and imprisonment, reflect the need for a robust deterrent to protect creators' rights.
However, the legislation must also consider the balance between enforcement and fostering an
environment conducive to information sharing and innovation. The dilemma, as discussed by
Hekmatnia (2007), lies in protecting the rights of creators without stifling the free flow of
information that is crucial for societal advancement (Hekmatnia, 2007).

Internationally, the harmonization of IP laws has been a critical focus, with treaties such as the Berne
Convention setting benchmarks for copyright protection (Puhandui, 2015). Countries have
increasingly collaborated to address cross-border IP infringements, recognizing the global nature of
these crimes. The significance of international cooperation is evident in the rise of digital platforms,
which transcend geographical boundaries and facilitate widespread IP violations.

In the context of Iran, the legislative journey of IP protection has evolved from fragmented laws to
more cohesive frameworks. The enactment of specific laws, such as the 1968 Law on the Protection
of Authors, Composers, and Artists, and the subsequent amendments, reflects a growing
acknowledgment of the need for stringent measures (Esfandiari Bayat & Shakeri, 2017). Nevertheless,
challenges persist, particularly in adapting these laws to the fast-paced technological landscape. The
proposed legislation in 2018 sought to address these gaps by introducing clearer definitions and
more comprehensive punitive measures for IP infringements. However, as highlighted by
Mirhosseini (2006), the efficacy of these measures depends on their enforcement and the judiciary's
capacity to interpret and apply them effectively (Mirhosseini, 2006).

In conclusion, the protection of intellectual property through criminal guarantees is indispensable
for fostering a culture of innovation and economic growth. Yet, the legal framework must be
adaptable, addressing the evolving nature of IP crimes in the digital era. While Iran has made
significant strides in strengthening its IP laws, continuous evaluation and reform are necessary to
keep pace with technological advancements and international standards.
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