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ABSTRACT

Political resilience is an emerging concept that has transitioned from the natural sciences and psychology into the
literature of political science and policy studies. Political resilience refers to the continuation of capacity in the face
of changes in the political system, understood and shaped through confronting a hostile cultural and political
environment. It is distinct from concepts such as stability and resistance, as it focuses on optimizing adaptability
and variability due to the political system’s unstable and uncertain environment. This study addresses the question
of how and with what policies the political system of the Islamic Republic of Iran in the second step of the Islamic
Revolution becomes resilient against internal and external challenges and threats. The study uses a qualitative,
normative method, aiming to describe and explain the current state of resilience and its dimensions using a
descriptive-analytical approach based on the Three-Branch Model and thematic analysis. By assuming the political
system as an organization, a network of themes related to policies is mapped. In response to the main research
question, the resilience policies themes are extracted with an emphasis on active interactive relationships between
the political system and society at the structural level. Each of the overarching and organizing themes is explained
as part of designing the resilience model. The study's findings indicate that at the structural level of the political
system, employing resilience mechanisms in public policy formulation, as well as focusing on excellence,
monotheistic-centered, and wisdom-centered policies, along with deepening the understanding of leadership's role
within the Islamic system, enhances the resilience of the political system of the Islamic Republic of Iran.
Keywords: Political resilience, second step of the Islamic Revolution, public policy, Three-Branch Model,
thematic analysis method
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EXTENDED SUMMARY

Introduction

Political resilience has become a significant concept transitioning from the realms of natural sciences
and psychology into political science and policy studies. It emphasizes the ability of a political system
to maintain its operational capacity in the face of adverse changes, which is vital in today's fluctuating
and often hostile environments (Chandler, 2014). Unlike traditional views that focus on stability or
resistance, resilience addresses the adaptability of a system, ensuring it can evolve and thrive amidst

uncertainties (Linkov et al., 2014).
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The study investigates how the Islamic Republic of Iran's political system can adopt resilience
policies to confront both internal and external challenges during the second step of the Islamic
Revolution. The theoretical basis for understanding political systems' resilience is rooted in political
institutionalism, which emphasizes a system's ability to remain autonomous and legitimate while
engaging in adaptive behavior to environmental demands (Hadian & Korouzhdeh, 2012). "Ted
Skocpol" argues that a political system's strength lies in its interactions between domestic and
international environments, highlighting the importance of policy formulation that ensures
adaptability (Dye, 2008). Given the Islamic Republic's unique ideological framework, it rejects linear
Western models of development, creating a distinct resilience strategy focused on deepening
monotheistic and wisdom-centered policies, as emphasized by Ayatollah Khamenei (Khamenei,
2022).

Resilience, therefore, is not only a reactionary measure but also a proactive and transformative one.
According to Birkland (2016), effective governance in a political system requires understanding the
interplay between political authority and societal needs, ensuring policies align with environmental
shifts (Birkland, 2016). This article builds on the premise that for a political system to be resilient, it
must develop mechanisms that enable continuous adaptation and interaction with society, while also
being rooted in Islamic governance principles.

Methods and Materials

This study employs a qualitative, normative approach, utilizing thematic analysis to map out
resilience policies at the structural level of Iran’s political system. Data collection involved a
combination of document analysis and expert interviews. The research follows a descriptive-
analytical framework based on the Three-Branch Model, which organizes data into overarching and
organizing themes to create a conceptual model of resilience.

The thematic analysis was conducted in three stages: identifying initial codes, grouping them into
descriptive themes, and refining them into comprehensive resilience policies. The structural level
was the focus, considering the political system as an organization interacting actively with society
and the international environment.

Findings

The analysis revealed that the political system’s resilience is strengthened through several
mechanisms:

1. Environmental Monitoring: Effective policies require a robust understanding of both
domestic and external changes. Monitoring environmental fluctuations helps anticipate
crises and formulate preemptive strategies.

2. Institutional Memory Preservation: Implementing policies that safeguard historical
and strategic experiences ensures that the system learns from past events, avoiding repeated
vulnerabilities.

3. Empowerment and Efficiency: Enhancing soft capabilities and promoting balanced
sectoral growth increase the political system's adaptability to external pressures.

4. Predictive Capacity: Future-oriented policies, including strategic foresight and scenario
planning, improve the system’s preparedness for potential challenges.

5. Protective Adaptation: Adjusting behaviors and policies in alignment with national
interests and understanding threats' dynamics ensures that the system remains cohesive and
responsive.
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6. Impact Minimization: Developing strategies to withstand shocks and continuously
learning from past mistakes bolster resilience, reinforcing the system's stability and
adaptability.

7. Leadership and Guidance: The role of leadership, particularly in the context of Ayatollah
Khamenei's teachings, is pivotal. Effective leadership provides strategic direction and
maintains national unity.

Discussion and Conclusion

The findings underscore that resilience in the Islamic Republic's political system is a multifaceted
concept requiring both adaptive and proactive approaches. Rather than merely reacting to
environmental pressures, the system must continuously evolve by incorporating adaptive learning
mechanisms and strategic foresight. The thematic analysis highlighted that political resilience goes
beyond maintaining stability; it involves a dynamic process where the system proactively engages
with societal and environmental changes.

The study reveals that to achieve long-term resilience, the political system must emphasize principles
rooted in Islamic governance, focusing on monotheistic and wisdom-centered policies. This strategic
orientation ensures not only the system’s survival but also its capacity to influence and shape the
international environment positively. Leadership plays a crucial role in navigating uncertainties, and
the emphasis on Ayatollah Khamenei’s guidance demonstrates the importance of a visionary and
cohesive governance model.

In conclusion, political resilience in the Islamic Republic of Iran is intricately tied to the system’s
ability to adapt to and influence its environment while adhering to its ideological foundations. The
conceptual model developed in this study offers a framework for understanding and enhancing
political resilience, with implications for policy formulation and governance practices.
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