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ABSTRACT

One of the significant and influential discussions in the field of human education is the application of proper
pedagogical methods. Among these, the evangelical method (Tabshir) is noteworthy. The evangelical method has
been utilized in the educational practices of Imam Reza (Peace Be Upon Him), who, as a divinely guided and
complete mentor, adhered to all the necessary conditions and etiquettes of this approach. Imam Reza employed this
effective pedagogical method in various aspects of life, especially in economic matters. Given the contemporary
challenges of economic crises and the importance of leveraging the rich teachings of Imam Reza's tradition as a
viable solution, this study examines the subject under the title "An Analytical Study of Imam Reza's (Peace Be Upon
Him) Evangelical Method in Economic Matters." Using a descriptive-analytical method, this research explores how
Imam Reza (Peace Be Upon Him), as a model of guidance and a distinguished educational exemplar, employed the
evangelical method in economic practices. The study ultimately concludes that Imam Reza used the evangelical
approach in economic domains such as almsgiving, khums, zakat, frugality, benevolent loans, and earning
sustenance. Through this method and by providing essential glad tidings to the audience, he strived to enhance
economic conditions.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY

In Islamic teachings, the use of effective pedagogical methods is integral to human development.
One such method, the evangelical method (Tabshir), emphasizes providing glad tidings to inspire
individuals toward ethical and moral behavior. Imam Reza (Peace Be Upon Him) employed this
method extensively, especially in economic matters, as a means of fostering both individual and
societal well-being. In light of the contemporary challenges of economic crises, Imam Reza’s
teachings provide practical solutions rooted in ethical behavior and community-oriented practices.
This study uses a descriptive-analytical approach to examine how Imam Reza utilized the evangelical
method in economic activities, focusing on key areas such as almsgiving, frugality, and halal
earnings. The research findings suggest that his guidance remains a valuable framework for
addressing modern economic challenges and promoting sustainability.

The evangelical method (Tabshir) derives from Islamic theological principles and emphasizes the
positive reinforcement of virtuous behavior. It is rooted in the Quranic ethos of guiding individuals
through encouragement and hope. Imam Reza’s use of Tabshir is evident in his efforts to motivate
followers toward ethical economic practices, such as giving alms and fulfilling obligations like khums
and zakat. His teachings align with the Quran’s emphasis on fostering collective responsibility and
addressing societal needs. Imam Reza’s sermons illustrate that Tabshir targets those on a righteous
path, encouraging perseverance and patience in both spiritual and worldly pursuits (Majlisi, 1983).
Through this method, he sought to create a community driven by ethical conduct and mutual care.
Imam Reza emphasized the importance of redistributing wealth ethically to address societal
disparities. Almsgiving (infaq), one of the central themes of his teachings, was portrayed as a means
of fostering communal harmony and spiritual growth. For instance, he was known for his generosity,
distributing significant portions of his wealth during occasions such as Eid al-Adha. He regarded
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these acts not as losses but as investments in social stability and spiritual rewards (Majlisi, 1983).
Similarly, he advocated for the payment of khums—a financial obligation that sustains religious and
social structures while addressing poverty. Imam Reza described zakat as a tool to eradicate poverty,
emphasizing that its correct application would ensure economic equality and prevent societal discord
(Hur Ameli, 1988). These practices illustrate his holistic approach to creating a balanced and inclusive
economic system.

Frugality, or qana’at, was a recurring theme in Imam Reza’s economic teachings. He viewed frugality
not merely as a personal virtue but as a societal necessity to maintain economic stability. According
to his guidance, individuals who practice frugality reduce their financial burdens and contribute to
the broader economic health of their communities (Majlisi, 1983). Imam Reza often linked frugality
with spiritual rewards, suggesting that contentment with modest provisions would attract divine
favor. His emphasis on living within one’s means extended to his criticism of extravagance, which he
regarded as a destructive force undermining economic harmony. His teachings resonate with
modern principles of sustainable consumption, highlighting the enduring relevance of ethical
economic behavior.

The concept of benevolent loans (qard al-hasana) featured prominently in Imam Reza’s economic
guidance. He stressed the spiritual benefits of providing interest-free loans, describing their rewards
as surpassing those of charitable donations (Ibn Babawayh, 1978). This aligns with Quranic principles
encouraging mutual assistance through loans as a means of achieving economic justice. Additionally,
Imam Reza placed significant emphasis on earning a halal livelihood. He equated the pursuit of
lawful earnings to acts of jihad in their spiritual merit, illustrating the importance of ethical labor in
personal and societal development (Majlisi, 1983). His teachings on halal earnings emphasized the
need for self-sufficiency, family support, and communal contributions. Together, these practices
offer a comprehensive blueprint for an ethical and sustainable economic framework.

Imam Reza’s evangelical method provides an integrated approach to addressing economic
challenges, combining ethical, spiritual, and practical dimensions. By promoting principles such as
almsgiving, frugality, benevolent loans, and lawful earnings, his teachings offer timeless solutions
for achieving economic balance and social harmony. These values are especially relevant today, as
societies face global economic crises and increasing inequality. Applying Imam Reza’s principles
could foster systems that balance individual responsibility with collective welfare, addressing both
material and moral dimensions of economic life. Future studies could explore the practical
application of these teachings in contemporary Islamic finance and global economic policies, offering
new avenues for sustainable development.
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