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ABSTRACT

In recent decades, many nation-states have sought to design or reform their systems for delegating and devolving
authority to their local units. Decentralization is an interdisciplinary topic that intersects with law, political science,
and public administration. Iran, following and emulating prevalent international models—most notably the
successful French model of decentralization—has attempted to delegate administrative, political, and legislative
powers, or more precisely "empowerment," in many local matters to local units such as councils. Despite numerous
challenges, including ethnic nationalism and governmental policies, some successes have been achieved. One of
these achievements, which is the primary focus of the present article, is combating administrative corruption. This
article, using a descriptive-analytical method and through the study and review of various sources, aims to explain
the aforementioned approach to decentralization and the administrative decentralization system as an optimal
model of local democracy in combating corruption and enhancing the integrity of the administrative system. Thus,
the main question of this research is: What impact does the administrative decentralization system, as an optimal
model of local democracy, have on combating corruption and enhancing the integrity of the administrative system?
Considering various dimensions of the issue and emphasizing the multiple ambiguities highlighted by the author,
including structural and competency barriers, the lack of formulated executive principles, and challenges related to
the central government's oversight of local governments, the findings of this study indicate that the administrative
decentralization system, by reducing the size of administrative organizations, on one hand, reduces opportunities
for corruption and, on the other hand, clarifies responsibilities and aligns the administrative system with the
intended tasks. These factors facilitate the processes of control, oversight, and inspection, thereby enhancing the
integrity of the administrative system.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
Administrative decentralization has increasingly become a focal point in the governance strategies

of many nation-states, particularly those seeking to reform and enhance their administrative
systems. This trend is reflective of a broader recognition of the importance of local governance in
achieving administrative integrity and combating corruption. Decentralization, an interdisciplinary
concept bridging law, political science, and public administration, is crucial in the context of nation-
states like Iran, which has modeled its approach after successful examples such as the French system.
This paper explores the impact of administrative decentralization on the integrity of the

administrative system, particularly its role in reducing corruption and improving governance.

Administrative decentralization involves the delegation of decision-making authority from central
governments to local units, such as councils, with the aim of enhancing efficiency and accountability.
In Iran, this approach has been adopted as a strategy to curb administrative corruption by limiting
the concentration of power and thereby reducing opportunities for corrupt practices. The
decentralization process, however, is fraught with challenges, including structural barriers,
competency issues, and the complexities of overseeing local governments by the central authority.
These challenges necessitate a clear framework for implementing decentralization effectively,
ensuring that it aligns with the goals of enhancing administrative integrity and promoting local
democracy (Abrahamian, 2019; Khodakhah & Nourbakhsh, 2016).

The research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, utilizing various sources to analyze the
relationship between administrative decentralization and corruption reduction. The study examines
the existing literature and case studies on decentralization in different contexts, focusing on Iran's
experience. By comparing these findings with international models, particularly the French
decentralization system, the research identifies key factors that influence the success of
decentralization efforts in improving administrative integrity. This method allows for a
comprehensive understanding of the mechanisms through which decentralization impacts
governance, highlighting both its potential benefits and limitations

The study finds that administrative decentralization, by reducing the size and scope of central
administrative bodies, significantly decreases opportunities for corruption. This is achieved through
the clarification of responsibilities and the alignment of administrative functions with local needs,
which enhances oversight and control. Decentralization also fosters local democracy by empowering
local units to make decisions that directly affect their constituencies, thereby increasing transparency
and accountability. However, the success of decentralization in combating corruption is contingent
upon the presence of strong legal and institutional frameworks that support local governance while

maintaining effective oversight by the central government.

While decentralization offers a promising approach to improving administrative integrity, its
implementation must be carefully managed to avoid potential pitfalls. The lack of clear executive
principles and the challenges associated with central oversight of local governments are significant
obstacles. Additionally, decentralization must be accompanied by efforts to build local capacity and
ensure that local units have the necessary resources and competencies to manage their
responsibilities effectively. The study suggests that a balanced approach, combining decentralization
with strong oversight and support from the central government, is essential for maximizing the
benefits of this governance model (Asgari, 2015; Farkish, 2019).
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Administrative decentralization presents a viable strategy for enhancing the integrity of
administrative systems and combating corruption. By delegating authority to local units,
decentralization can reduce the concentration of power, clarify responsibilities, and align
administrative functions with local needs. However, the success of this approach depends on the
establishment of a robust legal and institutional framework that ensures effective oversight and
support for local governance. Future research should focus on identifying the best practices for
implementing decentralization in different contexts, with particular attention to the role of central
government oversight and the capacity-building needs of local units (Cheqamirza, 2017; Najafi
Abrandabadi, 2013a, 2013b).
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