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ABSTRACT
This study analyzes the characteristics and elements of Islamic civilization-building with an emphasis on

the biography of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) in the contemporary era. Islamic civilization is founded
on principles such as justice, ethical conduct, and rationality, aiming to create a dynamic and sustainable
society that addresses both the material and spiritual needs of individuals. The findings of the research
indicate that Islamic civilization, in addition to focusing on spiritual dimensions, also emphasizes
scientific and economic progress and social welfare. These features distinctly differentiate Islamic
civilization from others. Furthermore, recognizing the characteristics of Islamic civilization through the
teachings of the Qur'an and Nahj al-Balagha can strengthen the development of modern Islamic
civilization and promote social cohesion. This research employs a descriptive-analytical method, utilizing
library and documentary sources for data collection.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY

The concept of Islamic civilization-building, as explored in this study, is deeply rooted in the
principles of justice, ethics, and rationality. These principles aim to establish a society capable of
addressing both material and spiritual needs, distinguishing Islamic civilization from others through
its balanced approach to worldly and spiritual matters (Durant, 1991). The contemporary relevance
of Islamic civilization is emphasized by drawing on the biography and practices of Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH), whose life serves as a template for the creation and sustainment of a cohesive
and dynamic society. The study employs a descriptive-analytical methodology, utilizing textual and
documentary sources, including the Qur'an and Nahj al-Balagha, to identify key elements and
characteristics of Islamic civilization in the modern era.

Civilization, as defined in Islamic discourse, encompasses the collective achievements of a society in
material, intellectual, and spiritual domains (Zaydan, 1993). This multifaceted approach contrasts
with narrow definitions focused solely on technological or economic advancement. In Islam,
civilization is tied to divine principles, emphasizing human dignity and communal welfare. Early
Islamic civilization thrived on this synthesis, integrating advancements in science, ethics, and
governance to create a prosperous and equitable society (Ibn Khaldun, 2019).

Central to the Islamic civilizational ethos is the principle of "Tawhid" (monotheism), which acts as a
unifying force. The Qur'an underscores this unity, stating, "Hold firmly to the rope of Allah all
together and do not become divided" (Qur'an 3:103). This theological foundation fosters a sense of
shared purpose, driving societal progress while avoiding fragmentation (Mostafavi, 1981). Prophet
Muhammad’s emphasis on social justice and ethical conduct further reinforced these ideals,
promoting equity and accountability in governance (Jafari, 2019).

Islamic civilization has historically placed a high premium on the pursuit of knowledge, as evidenced
by the early establishment of centers of learning, such as the House of Wisdom in Baghdad (Nasr,
2008). Knowledge is viewed not merely as a tool for personal development but as a means to uplift
society collectively. The Qur'anic verse "Say, ‘Are those who know equal to those who do not know?™"
(Qur'an 39:9) underscores the centrality of education in Islamic thought.

This emphasis on knowledge fueled significant advancements in various fields, including medicine,
astronomy, and mathematics. Figures like Ibn Sina and Al-Khwarizmi exemplify the synthesis of
Islamic values and scientific inquiry, demonstrating how spiritual principles can coexist with
empirical exploration (Hosseini, 2004). The study identifies knowledge production and
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dissemination as vital elements for contemporary Islamic civilization, suggesting that fostering
innovation while adhering to ethical guidelines can rejuvenate the Islamic world (Needham, 2001).
The economic dimension of Islamic civilization is characterized by a balance between material
prosperity and moral responsibility. The prohibition of usury (riba) and the emphasis on equitable
wealth distribution through mechanisms like zakat and waqf exemplify this balance (Tabatabai,
1999). These principles aim to prevent socioeconomic disparities and promote communal welfare.
Historically, Islamic civilization thrived on trade and commerce, facilitated by an extensive network
of trade routes spanning the Middle East, Asia, and Africa. Islamic merchants adhered to ethical
standards, prioritizing trust and fairness in transactions (Hosseini, 2004). This ethical framework
remains relevant in contemporary economic systems, where financial practices can be reoriented to
align with Islamic values, ensuring that economic growth contributes to broader societal well-being
(Motahari, 1996).

Social welfare and justice form the ethical backbone of Islamic civilization. These principles ensure
that all individuals, regardless of social status, can access basic needs and opportunities for growth
(Velayati, 2017). The Qur'an and Prophet Muhammad's practices highlight the responsibility of
individuals and governments to uphold these values, promoting societal harmony and reducing
inequalities (Jafarian, 1999).

The study underscores the contemporary relevance of these principles, particularly in addressing
modern challenges like poverty and marginalization. By adopting policies rooted in Islamic
teachings, modern states can create equitable systems that resonate with both historical precedents
and current societal demands (Makarem Shirazi, 2016).

Islamic civilization's cultural and artistic achievements reflect its emphasis on spirituality and
aesthetics. From the intricate calligraphy of the Qur'an to architectural marvels like the Alhambra
and the Dome of the Rock, Islamic art serves as a testament to the integration of faith and creativity.
These artistic expressions are imbued with symbolism, often reflecting divine attributes and ethical
values. Poetry and literature also hold a prominent place, with works by Rumi and Hafez illustrating
the interplay of mysticism, philosophy, and artistry. These contributions not only enriched Islamic
culture but also facilitated cross-cultural exchanges, showcasing the universality of Islamic values
(Riahi, 2008).

Despite its rich legacy, Islamic civilization faces numerous challenges in the modern era, including
political fragmentation, economic disparities, and cultural dilution. The study highlights the
importance of unity among Muslim-majority countries, as emphasized by contemporary scholars
like Imam Khomeini and Ayatollah Khamenei. Their teachings advocate for the revival of Islamic
values as a means to counter external pressures and internal divisions (Jawadi Amoli, 2015).
Technological advancements present both opportunities and challenges. While technology can
facilitate knowledge dissemination and economic growth, it also necessitates ethical oversight to
prevent misuse. Islamic principles provide a robust framework for navigating these complexities,
ensuring that progress aligns with moral and spiritual imperatives (Gholami, 2011).

The study concludes that the elements of Islamic civilization—rooted in justice, knowledge, economic
ethics, and cultural expression—remain relevant in addressing contemporary challenges. By drawing
on the teachings of the Qur'an and the practices of Prophet Muhammad, modern Islamic societies
can build a cohesive and dynamic civilization that harmonizes material and spiritual needs.

The findings suggest that fostering unity among Muslim nations, promoting ethical scientific and
economic practices, and reviving cultural heritage are critical steps toward this goal. As the study
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emphasizes, the success of Islamic civilization in the modern era depends on its ability to adapt its
timeless principles to contemporary contexts, ensuring their relevance and applicability
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