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ABSTRACT

The aim of this research is to examine the extent of environmental exploitation from the perspectives of
Islamic jurisprudence (Figh) and positive law. This article is conducted using a descriptive and analytical
approach. Based on the obtained results, both Islamic jurisprudence and religious principles present the
preservation of the environment and natural resources as a moral and religious duty, emphasizing the
individual and collective responsibilities of people and the government. These responsibilities include
adhering to ethical principles in the exploitation of natural resources and preventing corruption on earth.
In this regard, the Quranic verses and Hadiths explicitly stress the necessity of protecting nature and the
commitment to its preservation. From a legal perspective, the rights of future generations are recognized
as a human right, and the need for the creation and adherence to policies and laws for environmental
protection is emphasized. National laws and regulations, including the Environmental Protection and
Enhancement Act and the Air Pollution Prevention Act, specifically regulate the extent of environmental
exploitation and aim to reduce pollution and protect the environment and natural resources. This study
investigates the specific responsibilities assigned to the people and government by each of these
perspectives, giving particular attention to actions that aim to preserve biodiversity, reduce pollution,
manage natural resources sustainably, and implement effective policies to ensure the rights of future
generations in the exploitation of the environment. Finally, suggestions based on cooperation and
synergy between the people and the government are provided to establish a healthy and sustainable
environment for future generations.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
The philosophy of environmental protection addresses the fundamental question, "Why should

humanity preserve its environment?" This inquiry is elucidated through the insights of
environmental experts, whose considerations are grounded in a scientific understanding of
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humanity's role within the global ecosystem. According to the United Nations' Global Nature
Charter, humans are an integral part of nature, dependent on the indispensable functions of natural
ecosystems that provide energy storage and nourishment. Consequently, humans must be guided by
ethical laws, recognizing their subordinate role within nature. This perspective emphasizes that any
exploitation of the environment should first assess its necessity and explore alternative methods that
minimize environmental harm. If exploitation is deemed essential and irreplaceable, the benefits
must be weighed against the potential damage to determine if they justify the environmental cost.
Moreover, if the benefits outweigh the costs, measures must be taken to mitigate the adverse effects
of such exploitation (Taqizadeh Ansari, 1995).

The legal definitions of the environment, as articulated by the United Nations Economic Commission
(1967), encompass water, air, soil, and other internal and external factors related to the life of every
living being (Yusef Vand, 2005). The study delves into the extent of environmental exploitation from
both Islamic jurisprudential and Iranian legal perspectives, analyzing various principles that govern
such exploitation. Islamic jurisprudence categorizes environmental regulations broadly into general
and specific provisions. General provisions include the prohibition of corruption on earth, the
necessity of maintaining ecological balance, and adherence to the principle of "La Darar." Quranic
verses unequivocally condemn environmental degradation, emphasizing that humans must use
natural resources rationally and sustainably to avoid disrupting ecological equilibrium (Ghorbani &
Moradi Pasand, 2020). Additionally, the principle of justice mandates that resource exploitation
should not exceed natural capacities, ensuring fair distribution and preservation of biodiversity for
future generations (Majlisi, 1983).

Specific jurisprudential rules further refine the extent of environmental exploitation. The principle
of "Man lahu al-ghanim falahu al-ghuram" (whoever benefits from something must bear the burden)
mandates that those who exploit natural resources are responsible for compensating any resulting
damages (Mohammadi et al., 2016). This principle aligns with the Islamic injunction against causing
harm to oneself, others, and the environment, thereby fostering a sense of accountability among
resource users. Additionally, Islamic teachings emphasize the ethical treatment of animals and
plants, advocating for sustainable practices that respect the rights of all living beings and maintain
ecosystem balance (Ibn Hanbal & Atta, 2008). These jurisprudential guidelines are complemented by
Iranian environmental laws, which establish clear regulations and penalties to enforce sustainable
exploitation practices and protect natural resources from overuse and pollution.

Iranian legal frameworks provide a robust structure for regulating environmental exploitation
through various laws and regulations. Key legislations such as the Hunting and Fishing Law (1366),
the Forest and Rangeland Protection and Utilization Law (1365), and the Environmental Protection
and Improvement Law (1974) delineate specific measures to control resource use and prevent
environmental degradation. These laws mandate the creation of governing bodies, such as the
Hunting Administration, to oversee and regulate the exploitation of wildlife and natural resources.
They also set temporal and spatial restrictions on activities like hunting and logging to prevent
overexploitation and ensure the sustainability of ecosystems. Furthermore, the Iranian Constitution
(Articles 45 and 50) enshrines the protection of the environment as a public duty, emphasizing
sustainable development and the preservation of natural resources for future generations. These
constitutional principles are operationalized through detailed regulations that impose limits on
resource extraction, enforce environmental standards, and provide for the rehabilitation of degraded

environments (Law No. 1281, 1994).
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The responsibilities for environmental protection are shared between the government and the public,
each playing a crucial role in ensuring sustainable exploitation practices. The government is tasked
with enforcing environmental laws, conducting monitoring and evaluation of resource use, and
promoting education and awareness about environmental conservation. This includes implementing
strategic environmental assessments, developing sustainability indicators, and fostering
collaboration with international environmental organizations to align national policies with global
standards (Law No. 1281, 1994). On the other hand, the public is responsible for adhering to
environmental regulations, participating in conservation efforts, and adopting sustainable practices
in their daily lives. Public participation is essential for the effective implementation of environmental
policies, as it fosters a culture of environmental stewardship and collective responsibility.

The intersection of Islamic jurisprudence and Iranian environmental law underscores the ethical and
legal imperatives for sustainable environmental exploitation. Islamic principles advocate for the
ethical use of natural resources, emphasizing justice, responsibility, and the preservation of
ecological balance. These principles are mirrored in Iranian laws, which provide a comprehensive
legal framework to regulate resource use, prevent environmental harm, and ensure the rights of
future generations are safeguarded. The synthesis of jurisprudential and legal perspectives highlights
the importance of integrating ethical considerations with regulatory measures to achieve sustainable
development. This integrated approach not only addresses the immediate environmental challenges
but also lays the groundwork for long-term ecological sustainability and the protection of natural
resources for future generations.

In conclusion, the study emphasizes that the extent of environmental exploitation must be carefully
regulated through a combination of Islamic jurisprudential principles and robust legal frameworks.
The preservation of the environment is not only a legal obligation but also a moral and ethical duty
rooted in religious teachings. By adhering to principles of justice, responsibility, and sustainability,
both the government and the public can work collaboratively to manage natural resources effectively
and protect the environment for future generations. This holistic approach ensures that
environmental exploitation is conducted in a manner that balances human needs with the
preservation of ecological integrity, ultimately fostering a sustainable and harmonious relationship
between humanity and the natural world. The study calls for continued collaboration, education, and
policy development to address the evolving environmental challenges and to uphold the rights of
future generations in the stewardship of the environment.
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