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ABSTRACT
Blue criminology in Iran, compared to international standards of blue criminology, is considered nascent.

It involves measures such as community-based interventions, mental health interventions, and the
prevention of secondary victimization. Through decisive actions at both judicial and executive levels, and
the implementation of international laws—including promoting multilateral assistance and government
cooperation to facilitate information exchange and rapid crime identification—it can take essential steps
in this field. This research is qualitative, employing a descriptive-analytical method, and is based on
international documents and a study of national laws and regulations through documentary and library-
based research.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
Over the past four decades, the concept of victimology has gained significant attention in various
international documents, such as the United Nations General Assembly resolutions (1985) titled
"Declaration of Basic Principles of Justice for Victims of Crime and Abuse of Power" and the 1990
resolution concerning the "Human Rights of Victims of Abuse of Power." In Europe, the European
Convention on "Compensation to Victims of Violent Crimes" (1983) stands as another significant
instrument in victim support. However, victimologists have consistently focused on specific
categories of victims based on gender, age, disability, ethnicity, and other social vulnerabilities,
emphasizing the need for tailored protection for these groups. Among these specific victims, women
are a particularly important group. Women can be victimized both directly and indirectly through
the impact on their families. Various factors, including financial dependence, fear of stigma, and
social isolation, prevent women from reporting abuse, leading to a higher incidence of unreported
crimes (the "dark figure"). Furthermore, employed women face unique gender-based threats, which
can be mitigated by robust social and governmental oversight mechanisms, which in turn may reduce
the likelihood of victimization. Social control theory explains that both formal and informal
mechanisms play crucial roles in preventing criminal behavior. Informal controls, like community

engagement and monitoring, are particularly relevant in workplaces, where women's vulnerability
to victimization may be high due to both biological and social factors (Raijian Asli, 2005).

The term "Blue Criminology" refers to the study of the activities, resolutions, and norms established
by the United Nations regarding crimes committed against women and the prevention of such
victimization. While Blue Criminology in Iran is relatively new compared to international standards,
it has made strides through community-based interventions, mental health initiatives, and efforts to
prevent secondary victimization. Despite this progress, it is crucial for Iran to continue adopting
decisive actions at both the judicial and executive levels. Implementing international laws,
promoting multilateral assistance, and fostering governmental cooperation for the swift exchange of
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information are essential to achieving more effective crime prevention and victim support measures.
Human rights, as formulated within international law, include a broad spectrum of positive rights
(such as welfare and education) and negative rights (such as the prohibition of discrimination and
torture). When these rights are violated, the affected individual is deemed a victim. Thus, victimology
aims to understand the causes and effects of victimization and to find practical solutions to mitigate
past harms and prevent future ones (Raijian Asli, 2005). A central goal of victimology, much like
human rights, is the protection of human dignity.

The importance of addressing female victimization within criminology is highlighted by the role of
women as key societal figures. Women, as mothers and wives, play foundational roles in the family
structure, as recognized in Iran’s constitution, which emphasizes the family as the basis of an Islamic
society and outlines the rights of women. This framework brings forth the discussion of how women’s
roles in family structures may affect both their involvement in criminal activities and their
victimization. Moreover, significant gender-based differences persist in Iran’s legal system,
particularly regarding issues such as the prohibition of certain legal rights for women, such as in
areas of inheritance or the right to file for divorce. These gendered legal distinctions could impact
how women experience both criminality and victimization. In light of this, the issue of gender-based
inequality in legal rights continues to be a central theme in discussions surrounding women’s
criminal behavior and victimhood, particularly within the framework of the Fourth Development
Plan of Iran’s government. This plan, which advocates for the elimination of gender-based
discrimination, includes initiatives to promote equality for women in economic, social, and cultural
spheres, thereby influencing the broader discourse on female criminality and victimization (Garner,
2009; Vojdani Fakhr et al., 2020).

Another key factor influencing women’s criminality is the demographic makeup of society, which
reveals that women make up nearly half of Iran’s population. Over the past few decades, women’s
participation in education, science, and the workforce has increased, marking a shift in social
dynamics. Despite these advances, women often face societal constraints that limit their full
participation in these areas, leading to feelings of frustration and sometimes criminal behavior as a
coping mechanism. Traditional societal structures still impose limitations on women’s career
opportunities, leading to frustration and, in some cases, criminal involvement. These societal
limitations also contribute to an increased rate of female victimization, particularly in instances of
domestic violence. Furthermore, as more women enter the workforce, they encounter the same
anxieties and stressors previously attributed to men, including job-related pressures and financial
insecurity.

The increased participation of women in both the public and private sectors, including government
bodies, NGOs, and various occupations, has resulted in changes in criminal behavior patterns among
women. Women now find themselves involved in various crimes previously attributed only to men,
such as violent crimes or even involvement in terrorism. Furthermore, the changing perspectives of
law enforcement and judicial authorities regarding female offenders—previously influenced by
paternalistic views of women—have contributed to a shift in how female criminality is treated within
the judicial system. Over time, the application of lenient measures for women, previously common
in the criminal justice system, has been gradually replaced with more rigorous policies, reflecting a
significant shift in the handling of female offenders and marking a new challenge for criminology.
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In conclusion, while international laws designed to protect women’s rights still face challenges in
enforcement, Iran has made significant strides in aligning its legal frameworks with international
human rights standards. Blue Criminology in Iran is still in its early stages but has the potential to
grow through more concerted efforts in judicial reforms and the execution of community-based
interventions aimed at preventing female victimization. Through international collaboration and
improved legal frameworks, it is possible to significantly reduce the vulnerability of women to crimes
and support their access to justice in both the criminal and civil spheres.
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