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ABSTRACT

Global warming is one of the world's environmental challenges, accelerating climate change due to carbon dioxide
emissions. This phenomenon has led to issues such as drought, forest fires, and floods, threatening the survival of
millions of humans, plants, and animal species. Another critical environmental challenge is water scarcity. This vital
resource for the survival of humans, animals, and plants affects more than 40% of the global population. Reviving
the environment and restoring the Earth’s vitality plays a crucial role in fostering hope and joy among people. In
this context, the importance and status of the environment must not be overlooked. International law, whose
primary objective is establishing international order through peace, security, and cooperation among states, has
seen significant developments in recent decades regarding environmental issues. Scientific advancements and the
creation of modern technologies have led to more serious discussions and examinations of environmental
protection. The International Court of Justice (ICJ), as the principal judicial organ of the United Nations, plays a
vital role in protecting the environment and developing international environmental law. States also have important
obligations and responsibilities for environmental protection and the advancement of international environmental
law. States must safeguard the environment from pollution, degradation, and other threats, and refrain from posing
any threats to the environment of other nations. Within this framework, constructive cooperation and interaction
between the ICJ and states in the form of environmental diplomacy and adherence to international obligations can
play a significant role in protecting the environment and enhancing international environmental law.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
Environmental challenges such as global warming and water scarcity have emerged as critical global

crises, threatening ecosystems, human livelihoods, and economic stability. Global warming, driven
by greenhouse gas emissions, has led to increased droughts, forest fires, and severe flooding,
endangering countless species and communities. Similarly, water scarcity affects over 40% of the
global population, exacerbating socio-political tensions and undermining human security. These
pressing issues underscore the need for robust international cooperation to safeguard the
environment and ensure the planet's sustainability. International law, particularly through
institutions like the International Court of Justice (ICJ), plays a pivotal role in establishing legal
frameworks to address these crises (Habibi & Shamloo, 2013). The ICJ’s primary mission of fostering
international peace and cooperation is intrinsically linked to environmental diplomacy, where states
collaborate to develop and enforce mechanisms aimed at environmental protection and restoration.
The nexus of international law and environmental governance has, therefore, become a cornerstone
in the global fight against ecological degradation.

The ICJ, as the principal judicial organ of the United Nations, has significantly contributed to the
evolution of international environmental law. Its rulings and advisory opinions not only resolve
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disputes but also provide authoritative interpretations of legal principles related to environmental
protection. The ICJ’s jurisprudence has highlighted the responsibilities of states to prevent
transboundary environmental harm and to cooperate in good faith to mitigate ecological risks.
Landmark cases such as the Corfu Channel Case and the Nuclear Tests cases have underscored the
duty of states to respect environmental obligations, reinforcing principles like sovereign equality and
the prohibition of significant harm to neighboring states. By delineating the legal responsibilities of
nations, the ICJ fosters a balance between sovereign rights and collective environmental
stewardship, demonstrating the potential of legal instruments to address complex global issues
effectively (Pourhashemi & Haghani, 2017; Pourhashemi & Parande Motlagh, 2016).

States bear fundamental responsibilities under international law to protect the environment and
prevent actions that cause harm beyond their borders. These obligations arise from customary
international law and treaty frameworks, including conventions addressing climate change,
biodiversity, and water resource management. For instance, the Stockholm Declaration of 1972
emphasized the duty of states to ensure that activities within their jurisdiction or control do not
damage the environment of other states. Similarly, the Rio Declaration on Environment and
Development reinforced the principle of sustainable development as a guiding norm for
international cooperation. Such legal instruments, coupled with ICJ jurisprudence, have
strengthened the accountability of states in addressing transboundary environmental challenges.
However, while these legal frameworks are critical, their implementation often depends on the
willingness of states to adhere to their commitments, a factor that remains inconsistent due to
political and economic considerations (Mousavi, 2002).

The interaction between the ICJ and states in environmental diplomacy highlights the complexities
and potential of international cooperation. The ICJ’s advisory opinions and judgments serve as
pivotal tools for interpreting and reinforcing legal norms, offering clarity on contentious issues. For
example, the ICJ’s ruling in the Gabcikovo-Nagymaros Project case not only resolved a dispute
between Hungary and Slovakia but also established precedents for integrating environmental
considerations into developmental projects. Yet, the effectiveness of these rulings is often hindered
by challenges such as non-compliance, where states may disregard ICJ decisions due to political or
economic pressures. This non-compliance weakens the credibility of international legal mechanisms
and undermines efforts to foster environmental diplomacy. Addressing these challenges requires
enhanced mechanisms for monitoring and enforcing ICJ judgments, as well as stronger incentives
for states to uphold their legal obligations (Rasoulpour & Abedini, 2012; Taghizadeh Ansari, 2014).
The ICJ’s influence extends beyond dispute resolution, shaping the development of international
environmental treaties. Through its jurisprudence, the ICJ has contributed to the evolution of legal
principles such as the precautionary principle, which emphasizes preventive action in the face of
scientific uncertainty, and the concept of intergenerational equity, which underscores the rights of
future generations to a healthy environment. These principles have been incorporated into key
environmental treaties and declarations, including the Convention on Biological Diversity and the
Kyoto Protocol. By interpreting and applying these principles in its rulings, the ICJ provides a
foundation for the negotiation and refinement of international agreements. This role is particularly
significant in addressing emerging issues such as climate change, where global consensus on legal
norms is essential for effective action (Faghih Habibi, 2021; Habibi & Shamloo, 2013).

Looking ahead, the ICJ and the international community must work collaboratively to enhance the
efficacy of environmental law. Strengthening the ICJ’s capacity to enforce its judgments, perhaps
through closer coordination with the United Nations Security Council, could ensure greater
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compliance by states. Additionally, fostering state cooperation through capacity-building initiatives
and financial mechanisms can incentivize adherence to international environmental norms. The
integration of advanced scientific and technological insights into ICJ deliberations could further
refine its approach to resolving complex environmental disputes. Ultimately, the success of
international environmental law hinges on the collective commitment of states, institutions, and civil
society to prioritize ecological sustainability. By leveraging the ICJ’s legal authority and fostering
global cooperation, the international community can address the multifaceted challenges of
environmental protection and pave the way for a more sustainable future.
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