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ABSTRACT

Violence against women refers to behavior that, due to gender, causes harm or damage to their body, mind,
personality, dignity, or results in restrictions and deprivation of their legal rights and freedoms. Under the
framework of international documents addressing violence against women, most countries worldwide have
considered or criminalized various forms of violence. Iranian criminal policy also aims to protect women against
violence; however, the existing general laws face challenges and shortcomings, such as forced marriage, domestic
violence, and honor killings. Using a descriptive-analytical method, this article examines various forms of violence,
the legislator's perspective, and the challenges and gaps in Iran's criminal policy regarding violence against women.
The article argues that repressive policies, even with an emphasis on prevention and deterrence, cannot eradicate
this issue from society. Instead, cultural transformation through mindset changes, institutionalizing human
discourse, and empowering women—alongside comprehensive legislation with effective enforcement guarantees—
is necessary. The approval of the bill titled “Prevention of Harm to Women and Enhancement of Their Security
Against Abuse” is considered a remedy for the existing deficiencies.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
Violence against women, as defined by the United Nations (1993), encompasses any act of gender-

based violence that results in harm or suffering to women, including threats, coercion, or arbitrary
deprivation of liberty, occurring in public or private life. Despite international conventions such as
the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW, 1979)
and regional frameworks like the Istanbul Convention (2011), implementation gaps and
sociocultural constraints remain significant. Within the Iranian context, legal responses to violence
against women are shaped by cultural and religious norms. Domestic violence, forced marriages, and
honor killings exemplify forms of abuse inadequately addressed by existing laws. The absence of
comprehensive legal frameworks in Iran, such as those found in many European countries,
underscores the need for reform. Research highlights that punitive measures alone cannot address
the root causes of violence, emphasizing the necessity of cultural transformation and robust
enforcement mechanisms (Khosravi et al., 2022; Najafi Kashkoli, 2021).

Iranian women experience violence in multiple forms—physical, psychological, sexual, and
economic. Physical violence often includes spousal abuse, honor-related crimes, and even femicide.
While Article 567 of the Iranian Penal Code criminalizes assault without visible injuries, these
provisions are insufficient in addressing non-physical abuse, such as psychological violence (Najafi
Kashkoli, 2021). Sexual violence, including marital rape, remains inadequately defined in Iranian
legal texts. Najafi Kashkoli (2021) argues that the existing framework is insufficient to address
coercive sexual relations within marriages, largely due to sociocultural taboos (Najafi Kashkoli, 2021).
Additionally, economic violence, often manifesting in restricted access to resources or employment,
reflects patriarchal structures embedded within family law. For example, Article 1117 of the Iranian
Civil Code allows husbands to prevent their wives from working if deemed contrary to family
interests (Vatani et al., 2023).

Cultural criminology highlights that violence against women in Iran is influenced by local norms and
traditions. Practices such as "blood money" settlements (khun bas), honor killings, and female
genital mutilation are deeply rooted in patriarchal customs. Raeijian Asli et al. (2023) emphasize
that such practices, while not explicitly condoned by law, are inadequately criminalized due to
societal acceptance. The failure to incorporate culturally sensitive legal measures has perpetuated
these practices. Moradi and Karami (2023) critique legislative efforts such as the "Prevention of
Harm to Women and Enhancement of Their Security Against Abuse" bill, arguing that it lacks a
multidimensional approach to violence prevention (Moradi & Karami, 2023). They further highlight
the bill’s insufficient focus on education and awareness-raising, which are critical to altering cultural
perceptions.

Globally, countries have adopted various strategies to combat violence against women, ranging from
punitive measures to restorative justice approaches. For instance, the Istanbul Convention provides
comprehensive guidelines for prevention, protection, and prosecution. In contrast, Iran has not
ratified CEDAW and remains under scrutiny for its treatment of women's rights (Ranjbaran &
Dabirzadeh, 2011). However, domestic efforts, including the "Bill to Protect Dignity and Support
Women Against Violence" (2021), aim to address legal deficiencies. This bill proposes specialized
courts, protective measures, and enhanced penalties for gender-based violence. Nonetheless,
critiques by scholars such as Mahmoudi and Majidi (2022) highlight its limited scope, especially in
addressing structural inequalities that perpetuate violence (Mahmoudi & Majidi, 2022).
Implementation of anti-violence laws in Iran faces numerous challenges. Vahed et al. (2020) argue
that systemic patriarchal attitudes within the judiciary and law enforcement undermine women's
access to justice (Vahed et al., 2020). The reliance on traditional evidence standards, such as
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eyewitness testimony, makes it difficult for victims of domestic violence to substantiate their claims.
Additionally, the absence of a clear definition for domestic violence in Iranian law creates
ambiguities in enforcement. Khosravi et al. (2022) stress the need for specialized training for judges
and law enforcement personnel to address biases and improve case handling (Khosravi et al., 2022).
Furthermore, societal stigma discourages women from reporting abuse, exacerbating the issue.

To address the multifaceted nature of violence against women, Iran requires an integrated approach
combining legal reforms, cultural education, and institutional capacity building. Comprehensive
legislation, like the Istanbul Convention, could serve as a model, emphasizing prevention, protection,
and prosecution. Additionally, initiatives to enhance women’s economic empowerment and public
awareness campaigns are essential to shifting societal attitudes. The "Prevention of Harm to Women
and Enhancement of Their Security Against Abuse" bill represents a step forward, but its success
hinges on robust implementation and enforcement mechanisms (Moradi & Karami, 2023).
Ultimately, bridging the gap between legislative intent and practical enforcement requires
addressing systemic biases and promoting a human rights-based approach to gender equality.
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