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ABSTRACT

Legal regulations that specifically operate within Iraq's cyber system have still been halted, and the Iraqi
legislator has not kept pace with the world's countries that manage electronic systems. This is because
the system has become something that must be implemented, and whether the laws to operate with it
have been established or not imposes its own reality, especially the qualitative boom, which is fluctuating
every moment. Moreover, if we hear that there is innovation for other devices that the world has not yet
seen or is not familiar with. Therefore, in this chapter, we have chosen the title "Legal Legislation
Considering the Challenges and Presence of Cyberspace in Iraq," because the challenges that Iraq faces
daily are challenges of proving the existence of the state since its disappearance. The introduction of
modern devices into the provinces of Iraq, with the increase in users and the prevalence of new thinking
in employing individuals for entertainment on one hand, and the work and exploitation of those devices
as a source of easy labor is not simple. The work and employment of the workforce, who operate in all
practical fields, whether at the governmental, private, or civil public level, and for this reason, this chapter
is divided into two parts. In the first section, titled "The Legal System of Iraq and Its Laws in Cyberspace:
Capabilities and Challenges," we endeavor to present the most important legal content used in Iraq in
combating cybercrimes or actions conducted in the electronic domain. The second section or topic will
focus on "Capabilities and Challenges in Cyberspace."
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
In the era of information and communication technologies, cyberspace has emerged as a

fundamental pillar of modern social, economic, and political life. The proliferation of internet usage
and electronic devices has heightened the necessity for the formulation and implementation of
appropriate legal frameworks to govern this domain. Iraq, recognized as a country with significant
potential for technological advancement within its region, faces numerous legal challenges and
opportunities concerning cyberspace. This paper examines Iraq’s legal system and existing laws
pertaining to cyberspace, analyzing their capabilities and the challenges they encounter (Al-Siddiqi,
2017).

The rapid development of digital technologies and the increasing number of internet users in Iraq
necessitate the establishment of robust legal frameworks to manage online activities effectively.
Despite global advancements in cyber legislation, Iraq's legal system remains in the process of
adapting to these changes. One of the primary challenges is the absence of specialized and
comprehensive laws that can efficiently identify, prevent, and punish cybercrimes. Additionally,
there is a lack of coordination among various governmental bodies, coupled with insufficient
familiarity among Iraqi legislators with contemporary technologies, hindering the creation and
enforcement of effective cyber laws (ESCWA Cyber Law Guidelines, 2012).

Conversely, cyberspace offers abundant opportunities for Iraq's economic and social development.
The utilization of digital technologies across various sectors, including e-commerce, online
education, healthcare services, and e-government, has the potential to enhance the quality of life for
citizens and boost economic productivity. However, to fully harness these benefits, Iraq requires
clear and reliable laws that ensure user security and protect individual rights against cyber threats.
Transparent legal frameworks are essential to safeguard users' data, maintain privacy, and provide
mechanisms for addressing cybercrimes, thereby fostering a secure and conducive environment for
digital growth ("Iraqi Constitution, Article 14," 2005).

The existing challenges within Iraq’s legal system concerning cyberspace encompass issues such as
privacy preservation, personal data protection, and the combatting of cybercrimes like hacking,
phishing, and the dissemination of illegal content. Moreover, there is a critical need for legal
mechanisms to protect intellectual property rights in the digital realm and to regulate the legal
relationships between users and internet service providers. This study meticulously analyzes the
current laws, identifying their strengths and weaknesses, and proposes solutions to enhance Iraq’s
legal framework in addressing cyber-related issues effectively ("Iraqi Penal Code No. (111), Article
(428)," 1969).

The research is divided into two main sections. The first section delves into Iraq’s legal system and
the existing laws that govern cyberspace, aiming to highlight the most significant legal provisions
used in the fight against cybercrimes. The second section focuses on analyzing the capabilities and
challenges of cyberspace in Iraq, exploring the role of modern technologies and their impact on both
the legal and social systems. The analysis reveals that Iraq’s current legal provisions are outdated
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and insufficient to address the evolving nature of cybercrimes, necessitating urgent legislative
reforms to align with international standards and technological advancements (Al-Mousawi, 2008).
In conclusion, the study underscores the critical gaps in Iraq’s legal framework concerning
cyberspace, emphasizing the urgent need for comprehensive cyber legislation. The absence of
specific laws poses significant risks, including the inability to prosecute cybercriminals effectively
and the potential for increased cyber threats. The paper advocates for extensive research and
legislative initiatives to bridge these legal gaps, ensuring that Iraq's laws are capable of addressing
contemporary cyber challenges. By developing a flexible and responsive legal framework, Iraq can
achieve sustainable development and secure its position within the global digital landscape,
ultimately enhancing the nation's economic and social well-being
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