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ABSTRACT

Cyberspace, as a new phenomenon in the era of communication, has had widespread impacts on
social, cultural, and individual relationships. One of the major challenges posed by this space is the
issue of illicit communication between non-mahrams, which can have significant negative
consequences for both individuals and society. This article examines communication with non-
mahrams in cyberspace from the perspective of Shiite jurisprudence and aims to provide solutions
for managing these interactions in the digital environment by analyzing relevant legal rulings. The
study explores the features of cyberspace and compares it with the physical world, analyzing
jurisprudential principles such as the prohibition of unnecessary gaze, touch, and seclusion with
non-mahrams in this space. Additionally, given the influence of cyberspace on human relationships,
the paper suggests several jurisprudential solutions for regulating and monitoring users' activities,
such as promoting ethical teachings, religious supervision, utilizing regulatory tools like filtering,
and developing deterrent laws. Finally, the article emphasizes the need for collaboration among
religious, social, and judicial institutions to manage cyberspace in an ethical and legal manner, and
highlights the importance of family and community in educating and explaining religious rulings to

the younger generation.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
Cyberspace, as a modern innovation, has significantly transformed the way people interact,
communicate, and exchange information. The rapid expansion of digital platforms and online
communication tools has reshaped societal structures, bringing both positive advancements and new
ethical challenges. Among the most pressing issues in this digital age is the concept of
communication with non-mahrams (individuals who are not permissible to marry according to
Islamic law) in cyberspace. In Islamic societies, this issue is of particular concern as it can directly
impact ethical behavior, social values, and individual well-being. This paper explores the
jurisprudential perspective on communication with non-mahrams in cyberspace, specifically from
the viewpoint of Shiite jurisprudence (Figh Imamiyyah), and seeks to analyze the legal rulings that
govern such interactions in the digital environment. The study also presents solutions for managing
these interactions in a way that aligns with Islamic ethics and legal principles.
The first section of the paper introduces the concept of cyberspace and its inherent characteristics.
Cyberspace refers to the virtual environment created by digital networks, such as the internet, where
people can communicate, interact, and share information across the globe. The primary feature of
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cyberspace that distinguishes it from physical space is the absence of direct physical presence,
allowing individuals to connect anonymously and often without immediate oversight. This
anonymity is both a benefit and a challenge, as it enables people to freely exchange ideas and engage
in various activities, but it also removes many of the traditional social and ethical boundaries that
would normally regulate behavior in physical spaces. The paper notes that while cyberspace can
provide many opportunities for beneficial activities, it also poses significant risks, particularly in
relation to moral and ethical conduct, which can directly affect the social and religious fabric of
societies (Bay & Pourghahremani, 2009).

In analyzing communication with non-mahrams, the paper examines the application of key Islamic
principles such as the prohibition of unnecessary gaze, touch, and seclusion. In Islamic
jurisprudence, interactions with non-mahrams are strictly regulated to prevent any potential for
sinful or immoral behavior. The prohibition of looking at non-mahrams is one of the primary rules
that governs this relationship, and it applies regardless of the medium through which the interaction
takes place. This rule holds even in cyberspace, where individuals may interact visually via video
calls, images, or other digital means. Similarly, touching a non-mahram without necessity is also
prohibited in Islamic law, and this extends to online interactions, particularly when individuals share
images or engage in physical contact through digital devices, such as through virtual reality
platforms. The paper emphasizes that the same principles that apply in the physical world must be
adhered to in cyberspace, making it clear that these moral and ethical boundaries are not constrained
by physical presence but are universal and enduring (Bastani, 2004).

The paper also addresses the significant challenges posed by cyberspace in the context of human
relationships, particularly the ease with which non-mahrams can communicate. Unlike physical
space, where interactions are subject to social and cultural norms, cyberspace often operates in a
more fluid and less regulated environment. The accessibility of various social media platforms, chat
rooms, and messaging services has made it easier for individuals to engage in continuous and
sometimes inappropriate communication. The risks are further exacerbated by the fact that many of
these interactions occur behind the veil of anonymity, which reduces the fear of social repercussions
and can embolden individuals to engage in behavior they would otherwise avoid in the physical
world. As the paper highlights, this increased ease of interaction leads to the rise of "virtual"
relationships that may quickly escalate into sinful or immoral behavior. Without clear boundaries
and oversight, these interactions can create a multitude of social and ethical issues, including the
breakdown of familial trust and the destabilization of community values (Naqibi, 2010).

To address these issues, the paper explores several jurisprudential solutions aimed at regulating
online behavior. One such solution is the promotion of ethical teachings through education and
public awareness campaigns. The role of the family and community in educating individuals,
especially the younger generation, about the ethical and religious guidelines for interaction with non-
mahrams in cyberspace is critical. By providing clear guidance on what is permissible and what is
prohibited, individuals can be better equipped to navigate the complexities of online relationships
while adhering to Islamic principles. The paper stresses that the family plays a vital role in the ethical
development of children, and by instilling a strong sense of moral responsibility early on, they can
help prevent the formation of unhealthy relationships in the digital space. Additionally, the paper
advocates for the use of modern digital tools to disseminate educational content, including religious
rulings and ethical guidelines, to a wider audience (Jafari Langroudi, 2011).

In addition to education and awareness, the paper examines the need for practical measures such as
legal supervision and the use of technological tools to monitor and regulate online activity. Islamic
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jurisprudence offers several principles that can be applied in cyberspace to prevent harmful
behavior. One of these principles is the rule of "Nafi Sabil," which emphasizes preventing access to
harmful or immoral content. In the digital realm, this can be achieved through the implementation
of filtering systems that block access to inappropriate websites and prevent the spread of harmful
materials. The paper also discusses the importance of religious oversight in cyberspace, where
scholars, religious leaders, and community organizations must play an active role in monitoring
online activities and providing guidance to the public. Such oversight could include the development
of online platforms that encourage positive, ethical interactions and discourage harmful behaviors.
Furthermore, the use of advanced technologies such as Al-based content monitoring systems can
significantly reduce the chances of immoral content spreading unchecked (Pad, 1943).

Finally, the paper provides recommendations for reducing illicit communication in cyberspace,
including the introduction of deterrent laws and regulations. These laws would specifically address
online behaviors that are contrary to Islamic teachings, such as the distribution of explicit content,
unsolicited contact with non-mahrams, and other forms of immoral behavior. Effective enforcement
of these laws would require the cooperation of governmental bodies, religious authorities, and
technology companies. In addition to legal frameworks, there is also a need for greater
encouragement of ethical online behavior. Social campaigns, online workshops, and public service
messages can help change public attitudes toward cyberspace, emphasizing its potential for positive
engagement and moral conduct. The paper concludes that by fostering a culture of ethical
responsibility in cyberspace, it is possible to create a safer and more respectful digital environment
that aligns with Islamic values and societal expectations (Bromand, 2004).

In conclusion, the paper emphasizes that managing communication with non-mahrams in
cyberspace requires a multifaceted approach that combines jurisprudential principles with modern
technological solutions and social responsibility. While the challenges presented by cyberspace are
complex and multifaceted, there are clear avenues for addressing these issues from an Islamic
perspective. By promoting ethical education, ensuring proper legal and religious oversight, and
utilizing technological tools, it is possible to mitigate the risks associated with online interactions
and ensure that cyberspace becomes a space for positive, ethical engagement that aligns with Islamic
teachings. As technology continues to evolve, it is essential to remain vigilant and proactive in
applying Islamic principles to new forms of communication and interaction, ensuring that the moral
and social integrity of society is preserved.
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