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ABSTRACT

Hijab is one of the fundamental rulings of Islamic Sharia, encompassing both individual and social dimensions. The
social aspects of hijab are closely related to the citizenship rights of individuals. For this reason, the present study
addresses the connection between hijab and citizenship rights by referencing principles of the Constitution. The
central question posed is: In what ways can protective hijab contribute to Islamic citizenship rights? The findings
of the study demonstrate that lack of hijab is detrimental both to individuals and society; it undermines the rights
of other citizens in an Islamic society. Moreover, based on the principle of rights and duties, citizens in an Islamic
community have a significant responsibility to observe social norms and promote good behavior. Ultimately,
protective hijab serves as a guarantor of collective well-being within the family and the broader society. Neglecting
this obligation constitutes a violation of citizenship rights in society, given that hijab—like any other right—must be
respected as a normative standard by other members of the community. Although the issue of hijab is not explicitly
addressed in the Constitution, Article 4 of the Constitution mandates that all laws and regulations must be based
on Islamic principles, thereby legitimizing the societal expectation of religious dress codes. Furthermore, Article
638 of the Islamic Penal Code (ratified in 2013) classifies public unveiling as a criminal offense. Practical strategies
for realizing the concept of protective hijab include promoting a culture of modesty based on moderation within the
family unit, and subsequently, establishing a comprehensive law regarding hijab in Islamic society. This study
employs a descriptive-analytical method and utilizes library resources as its primary tool of data collection.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
In Islamic jurisprudence, hijab is not merely a private or individual matter, but a public value that

reflects the integration of religious norms with broader notions of societal structure and citizenship.
This article explores the concept of “protective hijab” as both a religious obligation and a component
of Islamic citizenship rights, grounding its inquiry in the constitutional framework of the Islamic
Republic of Iran. The authors begin by outlining the varying interpretations of citizenship across
different societies and legal systems, suggesting that in Iran’s post-revolutionary context, the
principles of Islamic Sharia inform the development of citizenship rights. Although the term
"citizenship rights" is not explicitly stated in the Iranian Constitution, provisions such as Article 4
and Chapters on "Rights of the Nation" implicitly integrate Islamic values, including hijab, into the
societal norms and expectations. The analysis contends that hijab serves not only as a personal
religious duty but as a protective mechanism for communal well-being, preventing harm and
fostering an environment conducive to moral and social integrity. Importantly, the study poses a
central research question: in what ways can protective hijab contribute to the realization of Islamic
citizenship rights?

The discussion proceeds by engaging with prior academic literature on hijab, human rights, and
social responsibility, which frame hijab within discourses of freedom, harm prevention, and public
decency. Scholars such as Zahedian and Sadri Arahami argue that legislation banning hijab in
countries like France constitutes a violation of the very principles of freedom of expression those
legal systems claim to uphold (Zahedian & Sadri Arhami, 2020). Meanwhile, Maleki Boroujeni
emphasizes the notion of responsible freedom, arguing that behaviors such as unveiling in public
spaces constitute social harm and violate the collective order (Maleki Boroujeni, 2017). This literature
underpins the claim that hijab, rather than being an imposition, aligns with societal interests and
legal mandates. Goudarzi extends this argument by affirming that while women’s dress is an
individual right, its expression in public spheres requires consideration of communal rights and
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religious values (Goudarzi, 2017). Moreover, Gholami’s work underscores the obligation of the state
to enforce moral standards, including hijab, as part of its Islamic mandate (Gholami, 2013). This
jurisprudential consensus provides a foundation for interpreting hijab not only as a religious norm
but as a legally and morally protected social expectation in Islamic society. These precedents help
position hijab within the broader realm of Islamic citizenship, characterized by mutual responsibility
and the balance between individual freedoms and communal ethics.

From a doctrinal perspective, Islamic citizenship is deeply tied to principles such as human dignity,
justice, and responsibility. Verses from the Quran emphasize the inherent dignity of mankind and
call for social structures that support spiritual and moral development. The authors highlight that
this dignified existence necessitates a clean and secure social environment where modesty, including
appropriate dress, acts as a safeguard against moral corruption. Justice is another pillar of Islamic
citizenship rights, as delineated in Quranic injunctions such as “Indeed, Allah commands justice and
good conduct” (Quran 16:90), which impose a dual obligation on both citizens and the state. Such
verses are echoed in the sayings of Imam Ali and Imam Sadiq, who linked personal conduct with
collective justice. Furthermore, citizenship in Islam involves a self-reflective awareness of one’s
responsibilities to others, a view that aligns with Motahhari’s interpretation of self-knowledge as the
starting point for ethical behavior (Motahhari, 2009). The duty to maintain chastity and public
morality, therefore, becomes part of the ethical compass that guides individual conduct in public.
This doctrinal foundation strengthens the argument that protective hijab—defined by modest
clothing and respectful behavior—is a tangible expression of the values of Islamic citizenship.

The study then analyzes the principle of “no harm,” derived from the Islamic legal maxim “la darar
wa la dirar,” as a justification for protective hijab. This principle prohibits causing harm to oneself
or others, making modest attire a societal safeguard. The work of Makarem Shirazi supports this
interpretation, positing that Islam’s moral code aims to minimize societal discord through proactive
regulation of conduct (Makarem Shirazi, 2012). Additionally, the authors invoke the role of “ghayrah”
(protective jealousy), a culturally and religiously significant trait expected of men to safeguard the
honor and modesty of their female family members. Narrations from Islamic tradition, including
those attributed to Prophet Muhammad and Imam Ali, emphasize male responsibility in ensuring
that women uphold public decency through appropriate dress (Majlesi, 1983; Meshkini, 2017). In this
context, protective hijab is portrayed not as coercion but as a collective duty shared among family
members and the larger community. The authors also highlight that extremism or laxity in enforcing
hijab norms may backfire, underscoring the importance of moderation and ethical methods in social
guidance. Quranic verses warning against inciting corruption or lewdness in society further reinforce
the legitimacy of implementing protective hijab as a preventive measure against social degradation.
The article continues by framing protective hijab as part of a rights-duties equilibrium inherent to
Islamic citizenship. Citizenship in this context is not an entitlement divorced from responsibility;
rather, it implies mutual obligations between the state and the individual, as well as among citizens
themselves. Javid notes that rights and duties are not dichotomous but relational and dynamic
(Javid, 2009). Accordingly, the obligation to wear hijab is conceptualized not only as a personal
commitment but as a communal necessity in safeguarding public decency and moral order. The
authors compare Islamic notions of restrained desire and moderated freedoms with secular legal
systems, noting that while the latter often base restrictions on maximizing material utility, Islam ties
its restrictions to ethical perfection and collective well-being (Falsafi, 2000). They argue that hijab is
a preventive tool in regulating desires and maintaining social harmony, citing narrations from
Prophet Muhammad that highlight divine favor toward those who embody chastity and modesty
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(Kulayni, 2014). Thus, protective hijab is situated within a broader legal and moral system where
modesty becomes a mechanism for aligning individual behavior with societal welfare. Even those
who “pretend” chastity, the authors argue, are viewed favorably in Islamic tradition because their
outward conformity contributes to societal order (Qomi, 2017).

Further, protective hijab is positioned as a contributor to public good and familial stability. Drawing
from both theological texts and sociological analysis, the authors contend that the family serves as
the first institution in which modest behavior is cultivated, and that the attitudes of family members
toward hijab reflect broader societal trends. If modesty is promoted within the household, it is more
likely to be upheld in public life. Conversely, when men fail to exhibit protective jealousy or neglect
their moral responsibilities, women’s modesty is compromised, leading to social disarray. Narrations
from Imam Sadiq and Imam Ali emphasize that modesty is a woman’s greatest asset and that the
loss of this virtue undermines both family honor and societal decency (Majlesi, 1983). Thus, hijab is
not only a symbol of religious adherence but also a practice that preserves family unity, prevents
moral decay, and upholds communal peace. The Qur'an's commands on concealing adornments,
wearing veils properly, and limiting public exposure of beauty are referenced to demonstrate that
hijab regulations are not arbitrary but carefully structured for the preservation of ethical public
conduct (Makarem Shirazi, 1995; Sadeghian & Sajedi, 2015). This regulation of visual aesthetics plays
a crucial role in maintaining social boundaries and preventing the erosion of public morality. In
effect, hijab becomes an instrument of social regulation that reflects and protects the values of
Islamic citizenship.

In conclusion, the article underscores that protective hijab, far from being a private or isolated
practice, embodies a multidimensional framework that integrates spiritual, legal, and civic
responsibilities. The Islamic approach to citizenship interweaves rights with duties and individual
freedoms with communal obligations. As a value embedded in both Sharia and constitutional
interpretation, hijab functions as a social contract between the state, individual, and society,
ensuring the preservation of collective morality and protection of public rights. From a policy
perspective, the authors advocate for both cultural education and legislative measures, including the
formulation of a comprehensive hijab law. The Constitution’s Article 4, alongside Article 638 of the
Penal Code, are cited as legal bases for enforcing dress norms, while also calling attention to the
necessity of moderate, respectful implementation strategies. Ultimately, the authors argue that
safeguarding hijab is not only a defense of religious values but a defense of the very fabric of Islamic
social citizenship. Through the lens of harm prevention, ethical responsibility, and public good,
protective hijab is portrayed as essential to the realization of a just and spiritually grounded civic
order.
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