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ABSTRACT
Attention to the characteristics and distinctions of crimes being committed in cyberspace has led

to the formulation of a differentiated approach compared to crimes committed in the physical
world, making it comprehensible to the audience of this crime. Therefore, examining the unique
characteristics of cybercrimes guides us to the understanding that the models of crime
commission in this space will have significant distinctions from those of traditional crimes.
Consequently, the differentiation of criminal policy responses in cyberspace, particularly
concerning apparent crimes, has led us to investigate important components that assist in this
regard. The research method is descriptive-analytical, utilizing library resources for its
composition.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
The increasing complexity and perversiveness of cyberspace in modern societies have necessitated a
significant evolution in criminal policies to address crimes that occur within this digital realm. This
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paper examines the differentiated legislative responses to apparent crimes in cyberspace,
emphasizing the need for policies that adequately reflect the unique characteristics of cybercrimes
compared to traditional crimes. The research is grounded in a descriptive-analytical approach,
utilizing a comprehensive review of library resources to explore the distinctions between crimes
committed in cyberspace and those in the physical world. By examining these differences, the paper
highlights the critical need for a more nuanced approach to criminal policy in the digital age.

Cyberspace, characterized by its global reach, anonymity, and the speed at which information can be
disseminated, creates an environment where traditional criminal policies may be insufficient or even
obsolete. The lack of physical boundaries in cyberspace, for instance, complicates the jurisdictional
application of laws, making it challenging to identify the appropriate legal framework for prosecuting
crimes that occur online. Moreover, the anonymity afforded by cyberspace enables perpetrators to
commit crimes without revealing their identities, posing significant challenges to law enforcement
agencies. This anonymity, coupled with the rapid spread of information, necessitates a reevaluation
of how criminal policies are formulated and implemented to address the unique challenges posed by
cybercrimes (Javidnia, 2017).

One of the key challenges in addressing cybercrimes is the differentiation between apparent crimes
in cyberspace and those in the physical world. Apparent crimes, which are immediately observable
by law enforcement or the public, take on a different dimension in cyberspace. In the physical world,
apparent crimes are those witnessed by individuals, allowing for immediate intervention by
authorities. However, in cyberspace, the concept of an "apparent crime" is more complex, as the
visibility of a crime can be obscured by the digital medium in which it occurs. For example, a
cybercrime such as phishing may not be immediately apparent to the victim or to law enforcement,
as the crime is often hidden behind layers of digital anonymity and can be carried out across multiple
jurisdictions, further complicating detection and response efforts (Pica, 2021).

This paper argues that a differentiated approach to legislative criminal policy in cyberspace is
necessary to effectively combat apparent crimes. Traditional criminal policies, which are often based
on the physical characteristics of crimes and the immediate presence of law enforcement, may not
be sufficient to address the complexities of cybercrimes. The current legal frameworks often fail to
adequately address the nuances of cybercrimes, leading to significant gaps in enforcement and
prosecution. For instance, the global nature of the internet means that a crime committed in one
country can have repercussions in another, yet the legal frameworks in place may not provide the
necessary tools for cross-border cooperation and enforcement. The authors suggest that criminal
policies need to be adapted to the unique environment of cyberspace, taking into account factors
such as the anonymity of offenders, the rapid dissemination of illegal content, and the global nature
of the internet (Qodsi, 2014).

Moreover, the paper highlights the importance of international cooperation in addressing
cybercrimes. Given the global nature of cyberspace, crimes committed in one jurisdiction can have
repercussions across borders, necessitating a coordinated response from multiple countries. The
authors stress the need for harmonized laws and collaborative efforts among nations to effectively
tackle cybercrimes. This is particularly crucial in cases where the perpetrators and victims are located
in different countries, complicating the process of investigation and prosecution. International
treaties and agreements, such as the Budapest Convention on Cybercrime, have been instrumental
in facilitating cooperation among countries, but the paper argues that more needs to be done to
ensure that all countries adopt and enforce similar standards in their criminal policies concerning
cyberspace (Gholami, 2017). Another critical aspect discussed in the paper is the role of technology

in both enabling and combating cybercrimes. The rapid advancement of technology has not only
provided new tools for criminals but has also offered law enforcement agencies new ways to detect
and prevent crimes. For example, advancements in encryption and digital forensics have made it
possible to track and trace criminal activities that were previously undetectable. However, these
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same technologies can also be used by criminals to evade detection, creating a constant arms race
between law enforcement and cybercriminals. The authors argue that criminal policies must be
dynamic and adaptable to keep pace with technological advancements, ensuring that law
enforcement agencies have the tools and resources they need to effectively combat cybercrimes

(Jafari, 2011).

The paper also addresses the issue of legal and ethical considerations in formulating criminal policies
for cyberspace. The balance between security and privacy is a particularly contentious issue, as
measures designed to prevent cybercrimes often involve surveillance and data collection, which can
infringe on individual privacy rights. The authors argue that while it is essential to protect individuals
and organizations from cybercrimes, it is equally important to ensure that the measures taken to
combat these crimes do not violate fundamental human rights. This requires a careful consideration
of the ethical implications of criminal policies, as well as the development of legal frameworks that

strike a balance between security and privacy (Taheri, 2013). In conclusion, the paper emphasizes the

need for a differentiated legislative approach to criminal policy in cyberspace. By recognizing the
unique challenges posed by cybercrimes, such as anonymity, global reach, and rapid information
dissemination, policymakers can develop more effective strategies for preventing and prosecuting
these crimes. The authors call for ongoing research and dialogue to ensure that legal frameworks
keep pace with the evolving nature of cyberspace and its associated criminal activities. Additionally,
the paper highlights the importance of international cooperation and the need for a dynamic,
adaptable approach to criminal policy that can respond to the rapid changes in technology and the
digital landscape. The findings of this paper contribute to the broader discussion on how to effectively

manage and respond to the growing threat of cybercrimes. As cyberspace continues to evolve, so too
must the criminal policies that govern it. The differentiated approach proposed in this paper provides
a framework for policymakers to address the unique challenges of cybercrimes while ensuring that
the rights of individuals are protected. By adopting a more nuanced and adaptable approach to
criminal policy, society can better address the complex and rapidly changing landscape of
cyberspace, ensuring that justice is served while maintaining the delicate balance between security
and privacy.
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