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ABSTRACT

The present study aims to design an optimal model for the role of civil society in crime prevention within
the Iranian criminal justice system. To address this issue, a qualitative research strategy utilizing
thematic analysis was employed. The research data were collected through semi-standardized interviews
with 12 experts in the fields of criminal law and criminology, who were selected using theoretical
sampling. The data were analyzed through thematic network analysis, and a conceptual network
measurement model was constructed. The findings from the qualitative research indicated that the design
of an optimal model for the role of civil society in crime prevention within the Iranian criminal justice
system includes the overarching theme of: 1) External strategies, which encompass updating and
resolving legal and regulatory issues, adopting preventive criminal policy, addressing implementation
problems, strengthening the position of civil society, enhancing social capital within the community,
promoting public education and awareness, and resolving socio-economic issues; and 2) Internal
strategies, which consist of applying knowledge management in crime prevention and strengthening the
structure and management of civil society institutions. Additionally, to validate the constructed themes
and model, two methods were used: the communicative validation approach and the auditing method.
For reliability assessment, two methods were employed: repeatability and transferability.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
Introduction

In recent years, the role of civil society in crime prevention has gained significant attention,
particularly in contexts where the limitations of traditional criminal justice systems have become
evident. Civil society, understood broadly as the space outside of the family, market, and state,
comprises a range of organized groups, including non-governmental organizations (NGOs), social
movements, trade unions, religious groups, and online communities (Mackey, 2021). The
relationship between civil society and crime prevention has evolved, particularly in the context of
modern criminological theories, which emphasize preventive and restorative approaches over
punitive measures.

The transition from punitive criminal policies to preventive and restorative approaches is reflective
of the broader trends in modern legal systems. As Gessen (1997) notes, preventive criminal policy
focuses on reducing the opportunities for crime without necessarily relying on punitive measures
(Dashti & Shahid, 2022). This aligns with Ebrahimi's (2008) assertion that crime prevention
involves non-coercive measures taken by the state to control criminal activities through
environmental and social management (Ebrahimi, 2008).

Iran, like many other countries, has seen a growing recognition of the role of civil society in crime
prevention. The adoption of restorative justice mechanisms, the involvement of NGOs, and the
emphasis on public education reflect this trend. In this context, civil society plays a pivotal role not
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only in advocacy but also in creating social capital, promoting awareness, and facilitating public
engagement in crime prevention efforts (Hosseini & Nozari Fardousieh, 2014). However, despite the
increased focus on civil society's role, significant gaps remain in Iran’s criminal justice system
concerning the operationalization of civil society's functions, particularly in integrating these efforts
within the framework of the country’s legal and regulatory environment (Tavasoli Zadeh, 2013).
The present study aims to design an optimal model for the role of civil society in crime prevention
within the Iranian criminal justice system.

Methods and Materials

This study employs a thematic analysis approach to design an optimal model for the role of civil
society in crime prevention within the Iranian criminal justice system. The research data were
collected through semi-standardized interviews with 12 experts in the fields of criminal law and
criminology. These experts were selected using theoretical sampling to ensure a diverse and
informed set of perspectives.

The interview data were subjected to a thematic network analysis, which involves identifying base
themes, organizing themes, and generating overarching themes. This method allowed for the
construction of a conceptual model of civil society’s role in crime prevention. Data validation was
achieved using communicative validation and auditing methods, while reliability was assessed
through repeatability and transferability measures.

Findings

The thematic analysis revealed two main categories of strategies for enhancing civil society’s role in
crime prevention: external and internal strategies.

External Strategies: These include updating and resolving legal and regulatory issues, adopting
preventive criminal policies, addressing implementation problems, strengthening the position of
civil society, enhancing social capital, promoting public education, and resolving socio-economic
issues. Specifically, the legal framework in Iran needs reforms to better accommodate the functions
of civil society organizations. For example, increasing transparency in laws related to NGOs and
enhancing the role of community mediation have been identified as critical areas of improvement.
Additionally, fostering social capital through trust-building initiatives and public participation was
found to be essential for effective crime prevention.

Internal Strategies: These strategies focus on improving the internal functioning of civil society
organizations. Knowledge management, capacity building, and organizational restructuring were
identified as key factors. Civil society organizations in Iran often face structural challenges that
hinder their effectiveness in crime prevention. Enhancing their internal governance, developing their
capacities for knowledge-sharing, and aligning their goals with broader criminal justice objectives
were emphasized as necessary steps for their success.

The study also identified specific socio-economic issues that need addressing, such as poverty and
unemployment, which contribute significantly to crime rates. The findings suggest that civil society’s
involvement in addressing these issues can have a preventative effect on crime.

Discussion and Conclusion

The findings of this study underscore the critical role that civil society can play in crime prevention
within the Iranian criminal justice system. Both external and internal strategies are essential for
optimizing this role. Externally, there is a need for legislative reforms and policy shifts towards more
participatory and preventive approaches. Civil society must be integrated into the criminal justice
system as a key player in shaping policies and implementing crime prevention strategies. Internally,
civil society organizations need to enhance their organizational capacities, particularly in knowledge
management and strategic governance. This will enable them to be more effective in addressing the
root causes of crime, such as socio-economic disparities, and in fostering public trust and
engagement. The study suggests that a successful crime prevention model in Iran would involve close
collaboration between civil society and government institutions. This partnership would be critical
in mobilizing resources, promoting public awareness, and addressing socio-economic factors
contributing to crime. Furthermore, the role of civil society in fostering social capital, through
initiatives aimed at community engagement and trust-building, is particularly vital in a society where
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public trust in formal institutions may be low. In conclusion, the study provides a framework for
understanding and enhancing the role of civil society in crime prevention in Iran. By adopting a dual
approach that focuses on both external legal reforms and internal organizational improvements, civil
society can significantly contribute to reducing crime and promoting social cohesion. The findings
highlight the importance of a holistic approach that involves legislative, social, and economic reforms
to address the multifaceted nature of crime.
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