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ABSTRACT

This article examines the criminal approaches in Islamic countries regarding economic crimes, with a
focus on the concept of "corruption on earth" (ifsad fi al-ard) and its manifestations. Economic crime,
which is one of the major challenges of the modern world, is a general term for a wide range of offenses.
These offenses are defined and addressed in all Islamic countries according to their governing religious
and jurisprudential principles, leading to distinct legal approaches. The present study, which is
descriptive-analytical in nature and based on documentary and library research methods, shows that the
concept of ifsad fi al-ard in Islam is considered one of the gravest sins, and combating it is deemed one of
the primary duties of the Islamic government. An examination of the criminal approaches in Islamic
countries reveals that they adopt diverse strategies for addressing economic crimes, influenced by various
factors such as religious and jurisprudential foundations, culture, history, politics, and globalization.
While these countries share certain commonalities, significant differences also exist. For example,
traditional approaches are implemented more strictly in Saudi Arabia, whereas countries like Turkey and
Malaysia apply more modern laws to combat financial corruption. Therefore, to improve coordinated
efforts against such crimes, essential measures include enhancing international jurisprudential
cooperation, exchanging specialized information, reforming laws, and strengthening regional joint
oversight institutions.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
Economic crimes have increasingly become a critical issue within legal and regulatory frameworks
globally. These crimes undermine national economic stability, lead to loss of public trust, and often
promote wider societal corruption. In Islamic countries, economic crimes are addressed within the
framework of shari'ah laws, particularly the concept of fasad fil-arz (corruption on Earth), which
prescribes severe punishments, including capital punishment for serious offenses (Asadi, Sedighiyan,
& Mehrjerdi, 2022; Asadi, Sedighiyan, & Zare Mehrjardi, 2022). This paper presents a comparative
analysis of the criminal responses to economic crimes in several Islamic countries, with a particular
focus on how the legal system incorporates the notion of fasad fil-arz into its handling of such
offenses. Through a descriptive-analytical methodology, this study examines the legal structures and
processes that deal with economic offenses, revealing the tension between traditional shari'ah-based
responses and modern legal systems.

The introduction of the concept of fasad fil-arz in Islamic legal discourse plays a pivotal role in
addressing large-scale economic crimes. As defined by Asadi et al. (2021), fasad fil-arz refers to any
act that, if widespread, disrupts the social and economic order to the extent that it destroys societal
stability. Historically, this concept has been used in Islamic jurisprudence to punish crimes like theft,
robbery, and murder (Asadi et al., 2021). However, in the context of modern economic crimes, it has
expanded to include activities such as embezzlement, corruption, and money laundering
(Mirmohammadsadeghi & Sotani Renani, 2024). In the Iranian legal system, the incorporation of
fasad fil-arz in economic crimes was a significant step marked by the Islamic Penal Code of 2013,
which expanded the scope of this concept to include offenses such as large-scale fraud and the

disruption of economic stability (Mirkhalili & Heidar, 2020).

In a comparative analysis, different Islamic countries adopt varying interpretations of fasad fil-arz
in their penal codes. For instance, Saudi Arabia applies more traditional forms of punishment,
including amputation and execution, for economic crimes such as theft and corruption, in line with
its strict adherence to shari'ah principles (Ali, 1985). Conversely, countries like Malaysia and Turkey
have modernized their legal responses, focusing more on long-term imprisonment and financial
penalties. In Malaysia, for example, the Anti-Corruption Act of 2009 provides stringent measures to
address financial crimes while aligning with international standards of governance and transparency
(Jaenudin & Arif Faizal, 2021). These differences highlight the diversity in legal applications across
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the Islamic world and reflect how the socio-political and historical contexts of each country influence
their approach to fasad fil-arz.

The evolution of economic crimes and their growing complexity in a globalized world present
significant challenges for legal systems, especially in Islamic countries. Economic offenses such as
money laundering, embezzlement, and bribery often involve intricate financial networks that
transcend national borders (Feher & Borlea, 2021). As economic crimes become more transnational
in nature, the traditional punitive approaches enshrined in shari'ah are tested by the need for modern
legal instruments such as financial surveillance and cross-border cooperation in law enforcement.
Studies have shown that Islamic legal systems must adapt to these challenges by developing more
specialized legal frameworks and international collaborations (Splender & Kozlova, 2019). The
integration of financial crimes into the category of fasad fil-arz thus offers both challenges and
opportunities for reform in Islamic criminal justice systems (Mousavi, 2013).

The societal and political pressure to address economic crimes in Islamic countries often leads to
what Bavi et al. (2019) call "populist criminal policy." This phenomenon is observed when public
outcry or political imperatives compel legal systems to impose harsher penalties on economic
offenders under the guise of public protection. In Iran, for example, the criminalization of large-scale
financial fraud under fasad fil-arz has led to several high-profile executions aimed at curbing
corruption in the public sector (Bavi et al., 2019). While these actions may satisfy short-term public
demands, critics argue that they often overlook the structural issues that enable economic crimes,
such as lack of transparency and weak governance (Ashuri & Mirzaei, 2012).

The use of harsh penalties for economic crimes in Islamic countries presents a complex ethical and
legal dilemma. On one hand, the deterrence factor associated with severe punishments like execution
may provide an immediate reduction in economic crimes (Ali, 1985). On the other hand, such
punitive measures often lead to broader human rights concerns and international criticism. In the
context of modern legal theory, rehabilitation and restorative justice are gaining traction as more
sustainable alternatives to purely punitive approaches (Chin, 2016). In countries like Turkey, where
the legal system has increasingly integrated European legal norms, there is a growing emphasis on
economic crime prevention through regulatory oversight and financial transparency rather than
through harsh punitive measures (Canveren, 2023).

In conclusion, this study highlights the need for Islamic legal systems to strike a balance between
traditional shari'ah-based responses to economic crimes and the demands of modern legal
frameworks that emphasize prevention and transparency. As economic crimes evolve in their
complexity and scope, Islamic countries must develop more nuanced legal strategies that go beyond
punitive measures and address the root causes of financial corruption and fraud. International
cooperation, legal reform, and the modernization of judicial and regulatory institutions will be
essential for Islamic countries to combat economic crimes effectively while adhering to both religious
principles and global legal standards.
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