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ABSTRACT

The existence of special press courts in some major cities, both at the investigation stage (Media
Prosecutor’s Office) and at the judgment stage (certain branches of the Criminal Court of Tehran
Province), as well as the formulation and drafting of press laws throughout the contemporary history of
Iran, indicate a particular focus on press rights and the prosecution of related offenses. The presence of
certain legal gaps regarding the guarantee of enforcement of press laws, along with the lack of specialized
courts widely addressing press-related crimes, are considered weaknesses in this area of Iranian law. The
research method is qualitative and library-based. The approach for presenting research discussions is
descriptive-analytical. This research examines the legal foundations and analyzes existing realities within
the theories. The law, fundamentally in the year 784 AD, ruled that the trial of political and press crimes
must be public. However, it seems that the absolute application of this principle is illogical, as in some
cases, the interests of individuals or the state impose the non-public nature of such processes.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
The evolution of press laws in Iran, intertwined with the political and social shifts, reveals an
inherent tension between state authority and press freedoms. This study explores the principles of
fair trials in the judicial practices of Iranian press courts, a topic of growing relevance as media
becomes a significant tool for public discourse and accountability in Iran. Special press courts and
the development of press laws reflect the attention given to managing media-related offenses,
highlighting the judicial system’s role in balancing individual freedoms and state interests. Despite

the establishment of press courts and the formulation of press laws, significant legal gaps persist.
The lack of specialized courts to address press-related crimes on a broad scale is a prominent issue
within the Iranian legal system. Historical precedents set by the Iranian judiciary reveal that, while
political and press trials are legally required to be public, various cases necessitate non-public trials
to protect either state or individual interests. This research employs a descriptive-analytical
methodology, examining legal principles while addressing the discrepancies between theoretical
frameworks and actual judicial practices.

Media, particularly in the form of press, plays a critical role in modern governance, especially in
democratic societies that prioritize transparency (Elham, 1991). The rise of media as a watchdog
entity underscores the importance of fair trial principles when handling press-related offenses.
Media’s capacity to critique government actions and inform the public makes it a vital component of
civil society. However, in Iran, the press often finds itself in conflict with government authorities,
which challenges the implementation of fair trial standards. Historical accounts of media repression,
such as the impact of the 1953 coup and subsequent press regulations, illustrate the government's
enduring influence over media freedom (Mortazavi, 2007).

The history of Iranian press crimes is closely tied to the country’s political shifts, beginning during
the Qajar dynasty and extending through the reign of Reza Shah and the Islamic Republic. For
decades, press freedoms have been curtailed, with the state maintaining tight control over media
outlets. Even after the 1979 revolution, press laws continued to reflect the government's emphasis
on controlling narratives, despite constitutional protections for free expression (Sheikh-al-Islami,
2001). Notable cases such as the trial of the newspaper Salam, which was shut down for publishing
sensitive government documents, demonstrate the ongoing tension between press freedom and state

interests (Pad, 2005).

Iranian press courts function under the dual pressures of upholding state security and respecting fair
trial principles. The presence of a jury (heavily influenced by state interests) in these courts is meant
to ensure public participation in the judicial process, yet its effectiveness remains under scrutiny.
Cases involving media offenses often involve accusations of publishing content that threatens
national security or violates public morals, with defendants facing harsh penalties. For instance, laws
surrounding the publication of material deemed harmful to public morality or national security are
frequently used to prosecute journalists, reflecting the broader legal framework that prioritizes state
security over individual rights (Mortazavi, 2007).
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The study of Iranian press courts reveals a complex interplay between legal principles and judicial
practices, with significant implications for media freedom and the right to a fair trial. While the
Iranian legal framework provides for public trials and the participation of juries in press-related
cases, these principles are often undermined by state interests. The enforcement of press laws
continues to reflect the broader political and social tensions in Iran, where the press serves as both
a tool of state control and a platform for public accountability. Going forward, addressing the legal
gaps and ensuring the impartiality of press courts are essential steps toward safeguarding media
freedoms and upholding the principles of a fair trial in Iran.
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