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The imperative to address climate change has never been more urgent. As the world grapples with increasing 
temperatures, rising sea levels, and extreme weather events, the role of legal scholarship in shaping policies for a 
sustainable future is increasingly critical. This letter aims to address the vital contribution of legal scholarship to 
climate change policy, emphasizing its unique position to bridge theory and practice, advocate for environmental 
justice, and facilitate the transition towards sustainable futures. By analyzing and proposing legal frameworks that 
prioritize adaptive capacity and social equity, legal scholars ensure that climate policies do not merely respond to 
environmental challenges but also contribute to building stronger, more just communities. In conclusion, the critical 
role of legal scholarship in shaping climate change policy cannot be overstated. As we navigate the complexities of 
global environmental challenges, the insights, analysis, and advocacy provided by legal scholars are indispensable in 
guiding our collective efforts towards a sustainable and equitable future. It is imperative that the legal community 
continues to engage with and contribute to the climate change discourse, ensuring that laws and policies not only 
address current environmental issues but also anticipate and mitigate future challenges. Let this letter serve as a call 
to action for legal scholars, policymakers, and society at large to recognize and leverage the unique contributions of 
legal scholarship in our global fight against climate change. 
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How to cite this article: 
Mohamed, Y. (2023). Climate Change Policy: The Critical Role of Legal Scholarship in Shaping Sustainable Futures. Interdisciplinary 
Studies in Society, Law, and Politics, 2(1), 1-3.  https://doi.org/10.61838/kman.isslp.2.1.1 

he imperative to address climate change has never 
been more urgent. As the world grapples with 

increasing temperatures, rising sea levels, and extreme 
weather events, the role of legal scholarship in shaping 
policies for a sustainable future is increasingly critical. 
This letter aims to address the vital contribution of legal 
scholarship to climate change policy, emphasizing its 
unique position to bridge theory and practice, advocate 
for environmental justice, and facilitate the transition 
towards sustainable futures. 

Legal scholarship possesses the profound capacity to 
influence climate change policy through its rigorous 
analysis, critical perspectives, and innovative solutions. 
The engagement of legal scholars with climate change 
litigation, as reviewed by Setzer and Vanhala (2019), 
exemplifies the instrumental role of legal research in 
climate governance, highlighting how courts and 
litigants have become pivotal actors in the climate 
change dialogue (Setzer & Vanhala, 2019). Through their 
work, legal scholars not only contribute to the academic 
discourse but also impact real-world outcomes by 
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guiding litigation strategies and informing policy 
development. 
The interdisciplinary nature of legal scholarship allows 
for a comprehensive understanding of climate change as 
a multifaceted issue that intersects with economics, 
sociology, and environmental science. Anastas and 
Kirchhoff’s (2002) discussion on the origins and 
challenges of green chemistry underscores the 
importance of integrating scientific innovation with legal 
frameworks to promote environmental sustainability 
(Anastas & Kirchhoff, 2002). Similarly, the work of 
Easter, Ceulemans, and Kelly (2020) on bridging 
research-practice tensions in sustainable development 
challenges illustrates the potential of engaged 
scholarship to create impactful, community-driven 
solutions (Easter et al., 2020). 
Furthermore, legal scholarship plays a crucial role in 
advocating for climate justice, ensuring that the burdens 
and benefits of climate policies are equitably distributed. 
Barrett’s (2012) call for a multiscalar analysis of climate 
justice emphasizes the need for legal scholars to address 
the disparities in climate change impacts and policy 
responses across different regions and communities 
(Barrett, 2012). This perspective is vital in ensuring that 
vulnerable populations, often most affected by climate 
change, are represented and protected in legal and policy 
frameworks. 
The marginalization of legal scholarship, as discussed by 
Rowe, McCann, and Hemmens (2016), presents a 
significant challenge to its influence on climate change 
policy (Rowe et al., 2016). Overcoming this 
marginalization requires legal scholars to actively 
engage with policymakers, practitioners, and the wider 
public, translating complex legal principles into 
actionable insights that can drive policy change. The 
interface between EU climate and energy law explored 
by Romppanen and Huhta (2023) serves as a model for 
how legal research can provide clarity and direction in 
the complex regulatory landscapes that govern climate 
action (Romppanen & Huhta, 2023). 
Legal scholarship also contributes to the development of 
laws that enhance resilience and justice in climate 
adaptation, as highlighted by Wenta, McDonald, and 
McGee (2018) (Wenta et al., 2018). By analyzing and 
proposing legal frameworks that prioritize adaptive 
capacity and social equity, legal scholars ensure that 
climate policies do not merely respond to environmental 

challenges but also contribute to building stronger, more 
just communities. 
In conclusion, the critical role of legal scholarship in 
shaping climate change policy cannot be overstated. As 
we navigate the complexities of global environmental 
challenges, the insights, analysis, and advocacy provided 
by legal scholars are indispensable in guiding our 
collective efforts towards a sustainable and equitable 
future. It is imperative that the legal community 
continues to engage with and contribute to the climate 
change discourse, ensuring that laws and policies not 
only address current environmental issues but also 
anticipate and mitigate future challenges. Let this letter 
serve as a call to action for legal scholars, policymakers, 
and society at large to recognize and leverage the unique 
contributions of legal scholarship in our global fight 
against climate change. 
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